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OLA AKSNES
PHILOSOPHY
University of Edinburgh - Columbia University

Aksnes will undertake a master’s degree in philosophy, pursu-
ing further specialization in the phenomenological tradition. By 
applying phenomenological frameworks to our interactions 
with technology, and studying its effects on our perceptions, 
he wants to investigate how new ways of interacting with the 
world alter our fundamental experience of our surroundings.

UNN-DORIS KARLSEN BÆCK
SOCIOLOGY
University of Tromsø – UC Los Angeles

Bæck will investigate new methodological advances within 
the field of spatial education differences. The aim is to utilize a 
quantitatively oriented multilevel approach in order to gain a 
deeper understanding of the mechanisms leading up to spatial 
patterns. This will make researchers better positioned to point 
towards measures that may serve to counteract such patterns.

GORAN DURAKOVIC
ENERGY
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
Durakovic will continue his work on his PhD about clean 
energy production. During his stay, he will develop state-of-the-
art tools for investment planning in clean energy production 
technologies. These tools will be useful in providing insight into 
the most efficient ways that the energy sector can contribute 
to the climate targets.

KHADIJA EL JELLAS
MEDICAL SCIENCES
University of Bergen – Harvard University
El Jellas is a postdoctoral fellow currently working on the char-
acterization of a novel mouse model for chronic pancreatitis 
and diabetes developed in Bergen. She will be performing part 
of her research at Joslin Diabetes Center, and her main aim will 
be to interrogate the functional impact of exocrine pancreas 
diseases on the insulin-secreting pancreatic islets by using cut-
ting-edge methodologies and innovative analytical techniques.



ANDERS GOKSØYR
TOXICOLOGY
University of Bergen – UC Berkeley

Goksøyr will characterize toxicological responses to environ-
mental contaminants in large marine mammals such as whales 
and polar bears, using in vitro cell cultures. Thus, mechanistic 
insights can be gained without the use of live animals, providing 
a better understanding of the risks of marine pollution to these 
important animals in the Arctic ecosystem.

TARJEI PAULE HAGE
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Stanford 
University
Hage will work on his master’s degree in civil and environmental 
engineering, specializing in structural engineering, where he will 
explore the field of computational mechanics. Hage believes that 
leveraging the intersection between structural analysis and com-
puter science is vital when searching for ways to cut emissions in 
the design phase of the built environment.

WILLIAM HO
COMPUTER SCIENCE
University of Oslo - Columbia University

Ho will pursue a master’s degree in computer science specializ-
ing in artificial intelligence and computer vision. The internet has 
made visual data more readily available than ever before but 
making use of it is typically costly, as it requires manual human 
labor. Therefore, he aims to gain more insight into how comput-
ers can learn from this data without human supervision.

INGRID ELIZA ØSTEVIK JEFFREYS
BUSINESS/ SUSTAINABILITY MANAGEMENT
Copenhagen Business School - Columbia University

Jeffreys will pursue a master’s degree in sustainability man-
agement and build upon her professional experience within 
impact investing. In her degree studies she will specialize in life 
cycle assessments and environmental valuation methods.



EILI  TRANHEIM KASE 
PHARMACOLOGY
University of Oslo - UC San Diego

Kase will work with genetic and genomic methods to better 
describe the role of liver X receptors in development and func-
tion of macrophages in healthy and metabolically diseased livers. 
Understanding macrophages’ role in inflammatory reactions 
and their crosstalk with other tissues is important to unravel the 
pathology of type 2 diabetes.

MAX-EMIL MOHN KING
ECONOMICS
Norwegian Business School - Stanford University

King will spend the fall semester pursuing his PhD in economics. 
Applying econometric techniques to rich Norwegian registry 
data, his thesis investigates the underlying drivers of gender 
gaps in leadership and political representation – issues which 
we still do not fully comprehend, and which continue to spark 
public debate. 

HENRIK TIDEMANN KAARBØ
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - To be 
determined 
Kaarbø will take courses for his master’s degree specializing in 
nanoelectronics, in order to deepen his understanding of the 
fundamental physics governing materials at the nano scale. This 
will in turn enable him to computationally model and explore 
novel electrical devices a thousand times smaller than the width 
of a human hair. 

HELGE JORDHEIM
HISTORY
University of Oslo - Wesleyan University
Jordheim will draw on his background in history to work on con-
cepts and experiences of time across various fields of knowledge 
and politics. In light of the many crises the world is experienc-
ing at the moment, like climate emergency and the Covid-19 
pandemic, he asks how we can find new sustainable ways to 
envision a common future, in dialogue with the past and with 
consequences for our actions in the present. 



ANNE HELENE KVEIM LIE
HISTORY
University of Oslo - Johns Hopkins University

Kveim Lie will explore the rise and fall of social medicine in 
Scandinavia in the long 20th century within the context of 
various other histories of social medicine on the global scale. 
Through exploring the various insights and practices of social 
medicine in the past, she and her collaborators hope to con-
tribute to the current discussion in the field of global health. 

LILLY PIJNENBURG MULLER
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs - Cornell University
Muller’s post-doctoral research will focus on cybersecurity and 
international relations. Her research will contribute to understand-
ing threat construction, “expertise,” and the impacts of machine 
learning techniques on cybersecurity. Drawing on the interface 
between knowledge production, algorithms and decision-making 
processes, she will work to gain a common understanding of who 
makes cybersecurity and how that affects international security.

ANNA MARIE SKRÅMESTØ NESHEIM
HISTORY 
University of Oslo - Harvard University 
Skråmestø Nesheim is conducting her research on musi-
cal and theatrical performances in French and international 
intellectual property law. She consults and cross-references 
documents from a large number of French archives so to 
investigate how technology, gender, and economic interests 
formed the legislation of creative expressions. Her period of 
interest is the 1890s to the 1950s.

ADRIAN KRISTING OMMUNDSEN
PHILOSOPHY
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich - UC Berkeley & MIT
Ommundsen will do research for his PhD in philosophy. Using 
mathematical and logical tools, he studies linguistic meaning, 
reasoning, and communication, trying to understand the math-
ematical structures underlying many of our everyday concepts. 
His work focuses particularly on questions, modal expressions 
(like ‘must’, ‘ought’, ‘depend’) and conditionals (if-then sentenc-
es).



STIAN ORM
PSYCHOLOGY
University of Oslo – UC Los Angeles

Orm will work on his PhD concerning developmental trajecto-
ries from childhood to emerging adulthood in individuals with 
neurodevelopmental disorders (ADHD and autism). While in 
the US, Orm will work on identifying childhood factors that 
contribute to positive or poor adult outcomes in individuals 
with neurodevelopmental disorders.

MARIE ELISABETH ROGNES 
MATHEMATICS
SIMULA - UC San Diego

Rognes will strengthen and extend her research program on 
mathematical modelling of the biophysics of the human brain. 
Her research will create new tools for understanding the 
interplay between the brain and the body - across the spec-
trum from pathological conditions to peak performance.

JARL SONDRE BRINGSLID SÆTHER 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - To be 
determined

Sæther will work on his master’s degree in computer science, 
continuing his specialization in artificial intelligence. By using 
techniques such as computer vision and machine learning, he 
hopes to improve diagnosis and treatment of medical condi-
tions.

SIGURD MARTIN NORDLI OPPEGAARD
SOCIOLOGY
University of Oslo - The New School

Oppegaard will pursue his PhD thesis on platform work in the 
Norwegian transportation industry. Based on ethnography and 
interviews, he first explores how the platforms’ digital con-
trol regimes function and are experienced by the drivers, and 
second what the emergence of platform work can tell us about 
the current state of the Norwegian labor market model. 



MARTE JULIE SÆTRA 
NEUROSCIENCE
SIMULA - University of Pennsylvania

Sætra seeks to understand the fundamental principles of brain 
function by use of mathematical modeling. Through the Ful-
bright scholarship, she will develop new mathematical models 
of brain tissue in order to study pathological conditions such as 
epilepsy. 

ELIN TANDING SØRENSEN
FINE ARTS
Independent artist - UC Santa Cruz
Sørensen will, through an eco-socially engaged art practice, 
explore an alternative path that de-emphasizes a human-centric 
worldview: striving instead for interconnectedness between 
people and their marine neighborhood. She will follow local ma-
rine scientists’ rescue program for the endangered white abalone. 
Her artwork will address the abalones’ significance for California’s 
coastal landscape, people, and culture. 

TOMAS MIDTTUN TOBIASSEN
LAW
University of Oslo - Harvard University

Tobiassen will work on his PhD in constitutional law. He will 
study certain aspects of the concept of law in US constitu-
tional law, with the aim of conducting a comparative analysis 
with the Norwegian concept. His work will enhance under-
standing of the Norwegian constitution.

ØYSTEIN TUNSJØ 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Norwegian Defence University College - MIT
Tunsjø’s research will determine whether the new US-China super-
power rivalry is developing into a new cold war, and examine the 
implications for transatlantic relations. If the new US–China rivalry is 
not a new cold war, then what is it? The working hypothesis is that the 
United States and China are in a new era of conflictual coexistence 
distinct from the Cold War, which heightens the risk of war, but is less 
polarizing and allows for more flexibility among secondary states.



ULRIK MJAALAND UNNEBERG 
MATHEMATICS
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Stanford 

Unneberg will work on his master’s degree in industrial math-
ematics, and continue his specialization in statistics. During his 
stay in the United States, he seeks to develop within the fields 
of stochastic differential equations and statistical learning, and 
potentially combine the fields in financial modeling applications.

SOFIE HELENE URSIN
PHYSICS
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley
Ursin will pursue a master’s degree in physics and mathematics, 
and continue her specialization in applied physics. She seeks to 
gain insight into nuclear physics and especially, nuclear power. 
Research and development within this field will be important 
to reduce emissions, meet the world’s energy needs, and reach 
UN’s 1.5-degree goal.

HELENA WACKO
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/ GLOBAL THOUGHT 
University College London - Columbia University
Wacko will undertake a masters degree in global thought. Through 
the interdisciplinary degree, she plans to specialize in gender stud-
ies, exploring the relationship between the gendered body and the 
built environment. Wacko seeks to deepen understandings of the 
role infrastructure plays in facilitating gender-based violence. Her 
research interests include intersectional experiences of gender 
minorities, urban spaces, and feminist advocacy.

SONDRE LØVFALL AASEN
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley
Aasen will continue working on his master’s degree in struc-
tural engineering, with special emphasis on earthquake engi-
neering. A field of high interest is numerical schemes and finite 
element methods for calculating dynamic structural responses, 
and the underlying mathematics governing the efficiency and 
accuracy of these models.



The J.W. Fulbright quote to the right, about the difficul-
ties of political life, is one of our favorites; it invokes, with 
some levity,  the image of the harried Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Chairman enduring the bickering and posturing about 
politics that goes on in Congress, only because he can find 
comfort in his other, more favored, project; enabling stu-
dents and researchers, like the ones presented in this bro-
chure, to increase mankind’s knowledge of the sciences and 
the arts, without political agenda.
 
As Fulbright pointed out in his foreword to “The Fulbright 
Program: A History,”(1965) the contradiction between the 
realm of politics and the exchange program can be stark, 
and striking: “Civilization, says Webster, is that ‘ideal state 
of human culture characterized by the complete absence of 
barbarism and non-rational behavior - the optimum utili-
zation of physical, cultural, spiritual, and human resources, 
and the perfect adjustment of the individual within the so-
cial framework.’ Thus defined,” Fulbright wrote, “civilization 
is what educational exchange programs are all about.”
 
We can expect only so much of our grantees;  to do good 
work, absolutely, but not necessarily civilize the world. We 
do like to remind them, however, of the designation one 
alumna used to describe herself as Fulbrighter… an “Ambas-
sador unaware.”



“THE EXCHANGE PROGRAM IS 
THE THING THAT RECONCILES 
ME TO ALL THE  DIFFICULTIES  
OF POLITICAL LIFE”
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