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CAMILLA GRØVER AUKRUST
MEDICAL SCIENCES
Oslo University Hospital - Harvard University

Aukrust will continue her pursuit of a PhD concerned with pe-
diatric hydrocephalus in sub-Saharan Africa. During her stay, she 
will work on interviews collected in health centers in Blantyre, 
Malawi that will provide increased knowledge on detection and 
referral practices for hydrocephalic children. 

NICOLAI FOLSTAD AUSTAD
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC San 
Diego

Austad will pursue his master’s degree in nanotechnology, and 
his specialization within nanoelectronics. Focus will be directed 
towards quantum mechanical systems, as he seeks to develop 
a thorough understanding of how quantum computing can be 
combined with cybersecurity and artificial intelligence.

GUNN ASTRID BAUGERUD
PSYCHOLOGY
Oslo Metropolitan University - UC, Irvine
Baugerud will work on a highly interdisciplinary project that 
aims to develop a standardized dynamic, avatar-based and 
feedback-rich learning process to assist professionals who in-
vestigate child abuse to achieve best practices when interview-
ing children.  Children are often the only witnesses to their own 
victimization, and higher quality in investigative interviewing is 
an important mean to help protect children. 

CHRISTIAN SAMDAL BORGEN
BUSINESS
Univeristy of British Columbia - Dartmouth College 

Borgen will complete his Master of Business Administration at 
the Tuck School of Business. His academics are focused on gen-
eral management and entrepreneurship, working on becoming 
a leader in an ever-changing business landscape. He will also 
gain practical work experience through a summer internship. 



EIVIND BRANDT 
PUBLIC HEALTH
Norwegian Psychological Association - Harvard University

Brandt will pursue a Master of Public Health degree, special-
izing in Health Management. Building on his experience as a 
clinical psychologist, he seeks to understand the interactions 
between people, health organizations, and policies. He aims to 
gain insights into how we can use interdisciplinary knowledge 
to improve public health and healthcare.

LENE LIEBE DELSETT
PALEONTOLOGY
University of Oslo - Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natu-
ral History
Delsett works on the evolution of large, marine vertebrates with 
terrestrial ancestors, focusing on the extinct ichthyosaurs, which 
were reptiles, and today’s whales. She uses data from the inside 
and outside of skeletons housed in museum collections, in order 
to understand how these animals evolved fundamental adapta-
tions for reproduction, locomotion and feeding. 

JAN INGE DYRHAUG 
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
Dyrhaug took courses in robotics as part of his master’s degree 
in cybernetics and robotics. The courses combined lectures and 
projects, and gave a good balance between theory and prac-
tice, trying to push the field a little step forward. In particular, 
they concerned bio-inspiration, manipulation and visual naviga-
tion. 

ELISABETH SAWKINS EIKELAND
LAW
Office of the Attorney General (civil affairs), Norway - Stan-
ford University

Eikeland will pursue a Master of Laws (LL.M.) at Stanford 
University, specializing in International Economic Law, Business 
and Policy. Her research interest at Stanford includes public 
policy, finance, technology and law for mitigating and adapting 
to climate change.  



SVEIN ERIK HAMRAN 
AEROSPACE
University of Oslo - UC Los Angeles
The main objective of Hamran’s research is to work on NASAs 
Mars 2020 Preseverance rover mission by examining the elec-
tromagnetic properties and architecture of subsurface deposits 
and interpreting the geology of the planet at the Jezero landing 
site. The project will use RIMFAX to understand the geological 
and environmental history of the landing site and determine the 
possibility for water or brine in the shallow subsurface.

ANDREAS HARALDSTAD 
HISTORY
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley

Haraldstad went on a five month exchange as part of his mas-
ter’s degree program in education and history. He is especially 
interested in how our conceptions of history and how we 
teach it shapes our view on democracy and its challenges. 

MADS HAUGLAND HAUGEN
MEDICAL SCIENCES
Oslo University Hospital - Oregon Health and Science Uni-
versity
Haugen will develop novel diagnostic tools for breast cancer by 
extending present bulk tumor analysis into a spatially resolved 
dimension. Many available cancer therapies are not offered to 
patients due to a lack of suitable biomarkers. Use of emerging 
technologies for molecular spatial analysis enables development 
of a new class of biomarkers in cancer precision medicine.

TRUDE HELEN FLO
MEDICAL SCIENCES
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Harvard 
University
Flo is expanding on her work on understanding innate immune 
responses and the cell biology of mycobacterial infections like 
tuberculosis. Mycobacterial pathogens take residence in host 
macrophages of the lung, manipulate their defenses and may 
eventually kill them. Understanding these host-pathogen interac-
tions may point to molecular targets for new treatments.



THOR HOLT 
HUMANITIES
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley
Holt is working on the interconnections between early German 
cinema and Henrik Ibsen. Zooming in on the Weimar era, 1918–33, 
he explores how the Norwegian dramatist was more influential for 
the development of silent cinema and, by extension, film history than 
previously assumed: Ibsen’s plays inspired new film genres like the 
celebrated Kammerspielfilm and his female protagonists served as 
role models for the “new woman” in the 1920s.

SIW TONE INNSTRAND 
PUBLIC HEALTH
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Innstrand is a second time Fulbrighter and a visiting scholar 
at UC Berkeley. Together with her American colleagues she 
will explore what creates healthy workplaces for the future. 
She will use longitudinal data gathered under the COVID-19 
pandemic to gain insight on how the work life might change 
for the future and what is needed to create a sustainable 
work life for all.

RUNA HESTAD JENSSEN 
MUSIC 
Nord University - University of Illinois 

Jenssen will work on her PhD study concerning female voice 
change, through exploring notions of voice as a soprano, 
teacher and researcher in the sociocultural context of singing. 
Her research focuses on voices in vocal pedagogy and music 
education related to gender, performativity, embodiment, and 
the sociocultural aspects of singing

TONE SVERRESDOTTER KNAPSTAD 
LAW
University of Helsinki - Fordham University
Knapstad will continue to work on her LLD in competition law. 
During her stay, she will develop her research on the role of 
competition law in regulating the behavior of digital platforms, 
and, in particular, she will conduct a comparative analysis of the 
potential use of break ups of dominant companies as a remedy 
under EU competition law and US antitrust law. 



KAREN CAMILLA EGIDIUS KRAKSTAD 
MEDICAL SCIENCES
University of Bergen - Dana Farber Cancer Institute
Krakstad will work on genetics of endometrial cancer, with a 
special focus on mechanisms of resistance to chemotherapy. 
Endometrial cancer patients with aggressive or recurrent 
disease are treated with chemotherapy, however the response 
rate is low. Identifying the mechanisms underlaying such resis-
tance may improve treatment for this patient subgroup, where 
there currently are few options.

VEGARD KVAM 
EDUCATION
University of Bergen - UC Berkeley
Kvam will work on his book about the relationship between 
state power and parental rights in relation to the educa-
tion system. The question of parental rights will be discussed 
within the framework of liberalism as a political philosophy. 
Fundamentally, the book is about on which basis the state 
should be entitled to intervene in children’s upbringing by the 
family institution. 

MARIUS LINDEGAARD 
PHYSICS
Norwegian Defence Research Establishment (FFI) - Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology
Lindegaard will work in statistical learning theory to improve 
our mathematical understanding of current machine learning 
methods. Using rigorous mathematical analysis he will charac-
terize the reasons for their strengths and limitations. With this 
knowledge he hopes to develop new algorithms for learning by 
taking inspiration from AI, statistics and neuroscience.

HÅKON MIDTHUN KOLSTØ
PHYSICS
University of Bergen - NASA Ames Research Center

Kolstø will continue his pursuit of a Ph.D. in space physics. 
During his Fulbright period, he will continue his research to 
enhance our understanding of the intricate mechanisms that 
shape our near-Earth space environment. 



ANDERS CHRISTIAN MATHISEN 
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology

Mathisen will work on his master’s degree in nanotechnology, 
and continue his specialization in optoelectronics. Through fun-
damental understanding of underlying physics, he hopes to gain 
insight into how photonic crystals might revolutionize computa-
tions in artificial intelligence.  

ODA NEDREGAARD
ECONOMICS
BI Norwegian Business School - Harvard University

Nedregård will work on her PhD dissertation in economics, 
where she is using automated text analysis to explore the role of 
party discipline in proportional representation systems. By study-
ing how political parties are functioning as mediators between 
voters and politicians, she seeks to improve our knowledge of 
representation, accountability, and policy formation.

MARIA LARSSON PEDERSEN 
LITERATURE
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - San Fran-
cisco State University
Pedersen will continue her master’s degree in comparative 
literature, focusing on fiction from a psychological and an 
ethical standpoint. Through these approaches, she seeks to 
broaden her understanding of narratives, and how they can 
prove beneficial as a tool for personal development among 
young adult learners in a classroom setting. 

LINE PEDERSEN 
BIOLOGY
University of Bergen - University of Texas 

Pedersen is interested in understanding how partial reduction 
of leptin can result in physiological benefits such as weight loss 
and improved insulin and glucose tolerance. The goal of her 
project is to determine the underlying molecular mechanisms, 
which should lead us to explore partial leptin reduction as a 
viable avenue for anti-obesity and anti-diabetic therapy.



ERLE REFSUM 
PUBLIC HEALTH
Oslo University Hospital - Dana Farber Cancer Institute

Refsum will perform analyses on cancer risk in patients with 
inflammatory bowel disease within a competing risk frame-
work, with the aim to provide trustworthy estimates for more 
efficient cancer surveillance. 

SIRI CAMILLA INDRELAND AAS RUSTAD
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Peace Research Institute Oslo - University of Arizona

Rustad will be working on a project entangling the dynamics 
and transformations of violent conflict in which the state is 
not an actor so called non-state conflicts. The aim is to better 
understand how this type of conflict vary when it comes to 
purpose, actors, targets and space, as well as how they relate to 
the other forms of violence such as civil conflicts and crime.

INGRID MIKKELSEN SEMB 
ECONOMICS
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley

Semb will continue to work on her PhD, in which she uses 
administrative data to answer questions within economics of 
education and health. During her stay, she will be analyzing 
how students and employers respond to differences in grad-
ing policies across courses and institutions.   

ODIN ALEKSANDER SEVERINSEN 
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology

Severinsen will continue his master’s degree in cybernetics and 
robotics with classes in control and estimation. He will pursue 
his interests in using a probabilistic framework for advanced, 
robust estimation in autonomous navigation and target tracking.



ØYSTEIN SJÅSTAD 
ART HISTORY
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley

Sjåstad will work on a project titled Christian Krohg’s Leif Erik-
son as Colonial Heroism. This is part of Sjåstad’s larger research 
project Imported Nationalisms. ‘Norway’ Visualized from Abroad, 
1890-1915. The representation of Leif Erikson in American art 
and visual culture will play an important part in the project. 

KETIL SLAGSTAD 
HISTORY OF MEDICINE
Akershus University Hospital - Johns Hopkins University
Slagstad will work on his PhD dissertation on the history of 
medicine examining the emergence of transgender medicine in 
Scandinavia in the second half of the 20th century. The dissertation 
combines archival sources with the analysis of medical records and 
oral interviews with former patients, activists, doctors, psychologists 
and civil servants. While in the US, he will work in archives relevant 
to the American history of transgender medicine.

SUSANNE FLØ SPINNANGR 
PHYSICS
University of Bergen - NASA, Ames Research Center
Spinnangr will continue her pursuit of a PhD in space physics. 
During her stay, she will perform analytic studies of the pro-
cess called magnetic reconnection; the explosive release of 
stored magnetic energy into plasma heat and motion. This is a 
fundamental process in nature, responsible for driving diverse 
phenomena such as solar eruptions, space weather and the 
aurora.

ESPEN DYRNES STABELL 
ESPEN 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - North-
eastern University
Stabell will work on his postdoctoral project in philosophy 
about ethical aspects of deep-sea mining (DSM). DSM involves 
retrieving mineral deposits from the ocean floor at great 
depths and in ecologically complex environments. Stabell looks 
at different forms of uncertainty which can affect decision-
making on DSM. 



SILJE STEINSBEKK 
PSYCHOLOGY
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley
Steinsbekk is Co-PI of the Trondheim Early Secure Study (TESS), a 
longitudinal study of nearly a thousand children assessed biennially 
from the age of 4. TESS aims to identify factors promoting healthy 
psychosocial development and the participants are now turning 
18 years old. Steinsbekk will use TESS data to examine how social 
media use impact psychological and social development.

SIRI STORHEIM
MUSIC
The Norwegian Academy of Music - University of Southern 
California
Storheim will continue to pursue her master’s degree in classi-
cal music performance. In her artistic project, she will explore 
the use of the historical natural horn in modern and contem-
porary music. The pillar of the project is solo improvisation, and 
she will work with different composers to write new pieces for 
various instrument constellations together with the horn. 

BERIT LOKENSGARD STRAND 
BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - University 
of Colorado
Strand studies cell-material interactions by using hydrogels as a 
basis for tailoring the cell microenvironment. By guiding the stiffness 
and elasticity of the hydrogels as well as degradability, structure and 
biological signaling, relevant materials can be designed for tissue 
engineering applications. In the US, she is making new structures 
and tailored properties by combining hydrogel systems.

PETER NIKOLAI  KAASA SUNDGAARD
NANOTECHNOLOGY
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC San 
Diego

Sundgaard will continue his pursuit of a master’s degree in 
nanotechnology, specializing in nanoelectronics. To achieve fur-
ther insights, he plans to focus on quantum mechanical behav-
ior in low-scale photonic devices and explore the utilization of 
machine learning for investigating relevant nanomaterials.



ERLING TVETER
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
Tveter will continue his pursuit of an MSc in cybernetics and 
robotics, specializing in navigation and vehicle control systems. By 
taking project-based courses in robotics and visual navigation, he 
hopes to acquire the theoretical insight and practical know-how 
to be able to contribute to the development of the next genera-
tion of marine robots. 

SIDRA YOUSAF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
University of Oslo - Columbia University

Sidra Yousaf is pursuing a M.A. in Global Thought at Columbia 
University in New York City, with a focus on political thought, 
religion and international politics, and with a regional spe-
cialization in South Asia. The research of her master thesis is 
centered around the relationship between violent jihadism 
and the nation-state.
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