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 The Fulbright program has not lacked for op-
portunities to prove its mettle over the past few years; 
with dogged persistence and adaptiveness, Covid-19 
continued to disrupt our best laid plans also in 2021, 
and only now, in March 2022, does the pandemic final-
ly show signs of abating.  As documented in our two 
previous annual reports however, the program has 
responded to Covid with its own dogged persistence 
and adaptability; Fulbright grantees have shown 
remarkable determination to make their Fulbright 
experience happen, despite obstacles both to inter-
national travel and to in-person instruction, which is 
indispensable for a cultural exchange program of this 
kind.  Despite the pandemic many grantees braved 
uncertainties and quarantine requirements and made 
it safely to their destination country, while others – 
who were foiled by international travel constraints 
– decided to postpone or reapply rather than give up 
on the Fulbright experience. And as this report shows 
(see pages 8-25), good work was done, and great 
personal and academic rewards were reaped, on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 
 Now that Covid finally appears to be relax-
ing its grip, a new calamity looms, and with it a new 
opportunity for the Fulbright program to prove its 
mettle and remind everyone what it is fundamentally 
about; but how relevant can this program’s objective 
of “turning nations into people” really be, when faced 
with an act of brutal military aggression like Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine? And what lessons learned from 
the first 75 years of the Fulbright program are worth 
thinking about today?
 Judging by the way in which the justly out-
raged popular response to this brutal attack has 
targeted not just the Russian government, but also 
strafed Russian athletes, Russian children in Norwe-
gian schools, Russian academics and artists, and even 
led to an injunction against Russian and Belarussian 
participation in the world’s largest soccer tournament 
for children, a reminder of the “nations into people” 
ethos and our enduring duty as citizen diplomats 
appears to be both timely and relevant. And indeed, 
government officials were quick to publicly point out 
what should never have been in question, that Ukrai-
nians and Russians alike are welcome in Norway… and 
after a few days of reflection the Norway Cup ban 
was also rescinded.  We have also had cause to ask 
ourselves: that praiseworthy outpouring of empathy, 
solidarity and concern we now show for our neighbors 
in Europe, shouldn’t that also extend to refugees and 
victimized people from other parts of the world? It is 
perhaps natural to look out for one’s own family first, 
but the Fulbright program, now active in more than 
160 nations, has demonstrated that an expansion of 
the concept of “family” is not only possible but neces-
sary in our globalized world.  
 Fortunately, feelings of animosity toward 
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an entire people are hard to sustain, and – as the 
Fulbright program well knows – can be corrected 
through personal contact and a bit of reflection. 
Nor does it hurt occasionally to be confronted with 
the inadequacies and inconsistencies of one’s own 
instinctive response to the suffering of others. 
 More troubling about this situation from the 
perspective of the Fulbright program is the sudden 
groupthink and absence of nuance in public discourse 
about what provoked it, the loudly voiced conviction 
that military escalation and increased defense bud-
gets are the means to address it, and a convenient 
forgetfulness about our own past misdeeds.
 Many of the commentators who failed to 
predict the invasion, or whose analyses of events 
leading up to it were more circumspect than a simple 
right-wrong narrative could accommodate, were 
upbraided as apologists for the Russian regime;  
in response, a group of 36 Norwegian academics 
and Russia-experts (among them several Fulbright 
alumni), felt compelled to publish a statement in 
the online journal Khrono.no, warning against the 
suppression of free and open debate: “Russia’s war 
of aggression in Ukraine had dominated the news 
these past days. We and other scholars with relevant 
expertise have responded to Putin’s disinformation 
by participating in the public debate as lecturers and 
commentators, often with very different perspec-
tives and opinions. In this way we have contributed 
to one of the hallmarks of democracy; free debate.” 
You would think this would go without saying in Nor-
way.  
 With unsettling unanimity pundits seemed 
to agree, Norway must arm, now. One professor of 
political science advised in Morgenbladet that the Nor-
wegian people now must adopt that same mentality 
as Ukrainian hipsters and programmers who are 
learning to make Molotov cocktails and shoot with 
machine guns. “All of Norway must arm for both cold 
and hot war, culturally, mentally, and politically.” 
 We’ve been here before; in November of 1945, 
shortly after the end of the war in Europe, Senator 
Fulbright asked the same question we are asking to-
day: “What about Russia?” In an NBC radio address 
with that title, he argued that “arming to the teeth,” 
as some called for then as now, was no answer, and 
that rule of law and agreement between nations 
must ultimately trump national sovereignty and 
military might if there was to be any lasting peace. 
The exchange program enacted the following year 
was conceived primarily as an anti-war program; 
Fulbright’s explicit concern then, and for the next 50 
years, was about the futility of war. In the Arrogance 
of Power (1966) he wrote what is surely a relevant 
response to today’s “What about Russia? question, 
and to what we have witnessed the past couple of 
weeks:  “Pre-emptive war in ‘defense’ of freedom 
would surely destroy freedom, because one simply 
cannot engage in barbarous action without becom-
ing a barbarian, because one cannot defend human 

values by calculated and unprovoked violence with-
out doing mortal damage to the values one is trying 
to defend.” 
 But even more significant, given the fury and 
fervor that such an act of aggression can provoke 
in a peace-loving people, is Fulbright’s invocation of 
Mark Twain’s “The War Prayer,” an indictment of war 
so uncompromising that Twain’s family pressured 
him not to publish it during his lifetime, for fear that 
it would be considered sacrilegious. When asked 
whether he would publish it any way, Twain is said to 
have replied, “No, I have told the whole truth in that, 
and only dead men can tell the truth in this world. It 
can be published after I am dead.” Fulbright wrote in 
the Arrogance of Power:
 Under normal circumstances, most people would say  
immediately and instinctively “no” if asked whether they were proud of 
their country’s ability to kill and destroy. But in a war all that changes, 
and in the course of dehumanizing an enemy – and this is the ultimate 
fallout from any war – a man dehumanizes himself. It is not just the nat-
urally bellicose, the thwarted or the twisted personalities that become 
dehumanized in a war. It is everyman: the good and decent citizen who 
looks after his children, who is considerate of his neighbors and kind to 
animals. It is he who ultimately prays the obscene “War Prayer” of Mark 
Twain. 
 He goes on to quote Twain’s prose poem, in 
which an aged “stranger” turns up among a congre-
gation of patriots praying for success in an imminent 
war. The stranger says he has come to clarify what 
it is they are actually praying for, and then provides a 
grisly account of the suffering and destruction they 
are in fact wishing upon their enemies. The poem 
concludes, “It was believed afterward that the man 
was a lunatic, because there was no sense in what 
he said.”
 Ben Franklin coined the phrase “An ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure” in 1736 to 
remind Philadelphians of their duty to prevent - and 
not just fight - fires. The Covid pandemic was con-
tained ultimately not by hand sanitizers, face masks 
and social distancing, but by the development of a 
vaccine. And while it is a lesson many tend to forget 
in times like these, I’m convinced that the Fulbright 
program’s preventive strategy of turning nations into 
people is still the best vaccine against the senseless 
destruction and killing we now see in Ukraine.
 The Norwegian Fulbright program is deeply 
grateful to the Norwegian Ministry of Education and 
Research and to the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs for funding and support, and to the U.S. 
Department of State’s Bureau of Education and 
Cultural Affairs and the Office of Public Affairs at 
the U.S. Embassy in Oslo.  My colleagues and I at the 
Fulbright office would also like to express our deep 
gratitude to the four Norwegians and four Ameri-
cans who comprise our Board of Directors, and to 
the Honorary ex-officio co-chairs of the Fulbright 
Board, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires ad interim Sharon 
Hudson Dean, and Norwegian Foreign Minister Anni-
ken Huitfeldt.
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DORIS JORDE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

2021 marked the 75th anniversary of the creation of 
the Fulbright program in 1946, as well as the 72nd 
anniversary of the Fulbright program in Norway and 
the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Fulbright 
Alumni Association of Norway. While it was not a 
good year either for celebrations or for international 
scholarly mobility, the Board is relieved to acknowl-
edge, with Ben Franklin, that “out of adversity comes 
opportunity,” and that there were also some upsides 
to 2021. 

A strong selling point for the Norwegian Fulbright 
program, and one which we believe gives it an 
edge over many other grant programs, as well as 
independently organized study and research stays 
abroad, is the personal assistance, attention and 
follow-up provided by Commission staff to grantees, 
both Norwegian and American. For the outbound 
grantees this includes hands-on help with all the 
pre-departure planning, paperwork, and processing 
that needs to be taken care of before one can enter 
the United States on a J1 visa and commence stud-
ies at US university. For the incoming Americans it 
means help and advice on all manner of “settling in” 
issues in Norway – from payment of rent and bills, to 
establishing relations with host advisors and insti-
tutions, and meeting requirements of Norwegian 
immigration and tax authorities. 

This year the pandemic created more challenges, 
uncertainties, and difficulties than usual, and ex-
tra efforts were required to meet the needs of the 
grantees; on behalf of incoming American scholars, 
the Commission also had to apply for individual ex-
emptions through the Norwegian Maritime author-
ity. For outgoing Norwegian grantees, and indeed 
U.S.-bound student grantees all over the world, the 
pandemic had created bottlenecks at consulates for 
scheduling visa interviews; we are deeply grateful to 
the U.S. embassy for prioritizing this bilateral pro-
gram and enabling our Norwegian Fulbrighters to 
get their visas as in “normal” times, and for joining 
with the Commission and other members of the 
Norwegian transatlantic exchange community in 
voicing concerns, in media and to the government di-
rectly, about the particular mobility challenges facing 
students and scholars from non-EU countries. 

Finally, the pandemic has created financial uncer-
tainty and additional costs for grantees, including 
quarantine and testing costs, housing deposits 
jeopardized by start delays beyond the grantees’ 
control, and a potentially dramatic hike in airfares. 

LETTER FROM THE GOVERNING BOARD

A strong selling 
point for the Nor-
wegian Fulbright 
program, and one 
which we believe 
gives it an edge 

over many other 
grant programs... is 
the personal assis-

tance, attention and 
follow-up provided 
by Commission staff 

to grantees... 
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To alleviate this burden the Board approved discre-
tionary funding of up to NOK 25,000 per grantee 
for both the Norwegian and American programs. In 
sum, we believe this year’s formidable challenges to 
international scholarly mobility have in fact provided 
an opportunity to accentuate some of the particu-
lar strengths of the Norwegian Fulbright program. 
Testimony to that effect came from one of our Nor-
wegian grantees, interviewed in Forskerforum about 
her stay at the Smithsonian – her unequivocal advice, 
“Apply for a Fulbright – the follow-up and assistance 
have been fantastic” – and we have comparable ex-
pressions of gratitude from the Americans grantees 
who after overcoming considerable have made it to 
Norway to begin their Fulbright experiences. 

During Covid more grantees than usual have had 
to forfeit their grants, some grantees have had to 
shorten their grant stays, and we have seen a re-
duction in the number of applications over the past 
two years. These are natural but unfortunate conse-
quences of a pandemic, but here too adversity has 
created opportunity. The financial surplus resulting 
from withdrawals and curtailed grant periods has 
enabled us to put funding into expanding the Roving 
Scholar program to include an additional cost-share 
Roving Scholar based at Østfold University College. 
It has also permitted the awarding of an additional 
U.S. Arctic Chair grant, both to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the program, and to underscore the 
importance of Arctic issues for the Norwegian pro-
gram. And finally, to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Fulbright Alumni Association of Norway along 
with the 75th anniversary of Fulbright, the Commis-
sion and Board were pleased to contribute a bonus 
of NOK 25,000 to each of the FAAN article prizes, 
which were awarded at a ceremony in the University 
of Oslo’s venerable “Gamle Festsal,” with remarks 
by Honorary Co-Chair of the Fulbright Board, U.S. 
Charge d’affaires Sharon Hudson Dean, and lectures 
by the award winners. 

With the surplus of funds combined with a drop in 
application numbers, the Board has found it most 
prudent to implement a competitive boost in grant 
sizes rather than to increase grant numbers for next 
year’s cohort, and thereby avoid inflation of the 
applicant to interview success ratio, which is already 
quite high. The 2021-22 U.S. cohort is unusually large 
at altogether 46 grantees, incorporating 16 grant-
ees who were awarded grants in 2020-21 but were 
unable to begin grant periods due to the pandemic. 
Fully half of the Norwegian cohort are candidates 

who were initially awarded grants in 2020-21, but 
because of a significant drop in the number of appli-
cations last year the current cohort of 38 grantees 
(after three withdrawals) does not exceed what we 
expect in a normal year.
 
The Governing Board is unanimous in its praise for 
the excellent work of the Commission’s small but 
efficient staff of 4 full time employees, who work 
closely together in managing the American and 
Norwegian scholarship programs, promoting the 
Fulbright program and international educational 
exchange at conferences and student fairs, coun-
seling students, coordinating alumni events, and 
moving the program forward with innovative ideas, 
energy and determination.  All staff members are 
professionals and have education and experience 
that is directly relevant to international education-
al exchange.  The Board is pleased to note that the 
working environment in the Commission is excellent.   
 
The Norwegian government contributes well over 
half the total budget for the Norwegian Fulbright 
program, making it a truly bi-national initiative, and 
an effort in which both countries are sponsors and 
beneficiaries.     
 
Beyond the gratitude owed both governments for 
financial support, the Governing Board greatly ap-
preciates vital facilitative support for seminars and 
representational events rendered by the Norwegian 
Ministry of Education and Research, the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the U.S. Embassy. 
The Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research, 
through its Centre for Foreign Languages in Educa-
tion, also provides invaluable assistance with pro-
moting the Roving Scholar program to Norwegian 
teachers.  
 
The Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
the chief of the United States Mission to Norway 
are ex-officio Honorary Co-Chairs of the Fulbright 
Board.  The Governing Board consists of four Nor-
wegian and four American members, appointed by 
the Norwegian and American Honorary Co-Chair 
respectively. The Board members meet quarterly and 
otherwise provide guidance as requested by the Ex-
ecutive Director. In addition to customary board du-
ties, members interview and select candidates, work 
on task forces and committees, attend orientation 
meetings and participate in promotional activities.  
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Fulbrighters 
In The 
U.S. GRANTEES

 
STUDENTS

2323

22

55

1111

RESEARCHERS
(DEFERRED 
FROM 2020)

ARCTIC INITIATIVE 

RESEARCHERS

ARTS & ARCHITECTURE
BUSINESS & FINANCE

EDUCATION
ENGINEERING & COMPUTER SCI.

HUMANITIES
LAW

MEDICINE & PUBLIC HEALTH
SCIENCES

SOCIAL SCIENCES

     3     3
         1         1
         1         1
                        5           1                        5           1
              5        1              5        1
                 2                 2
                 6   1                 6   1
                                         5           1                                         5           1
                                         5           1                                           5           1  
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ARCTIC INITIATIVE 

RESEARCHERS

Each year a group of distinguished Norwegian Fulbright grantees travels 
across the Atlantic to pursue research, lecturing, and educational oppor-
tunities in the United States. Our grantees study and conduct research 
at some of the world’s finest educational and research institutions; this 
year Norwegian Fulbrighters will be at Harvard, Stanford, M.I.T., U.C. 
Berkeley, The NASA Ames Research Center, and Columbia, among other 
excellent universities.  They will both contribute to and profit from the 
vibrant academic host communities in the United States, and bring with 
them a wealth of valuable knowledge and experience when they return 
to home institutions in Norway; the U.S. Fulbrighters in Norway undergo 
a corresponding process of reciprocal enrichment while here in Norway, 
and bring new insights back to their home institutions.  As such, the mu-
tual exchange of Fulbright students and scholars between Norway and 
the United States is an invaluable asset for the scholarly communities of
both countries. 

A list of the Fulbright grantees in the U.S. funded in FY 2021 can 
be found on the next page.

36
5

23
13

 TOTAL FULBRIGHT 
GRANTS AWARDED 
IN 2021

NORWEGIAN 
STUDENTS 

NORWEGIANS WHO 
DEFERRED FROM 2020 
GOING NOW IN 2021

NORWEGIAN 
RESEARCHERS
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HIGHLIGHTED 2021-22 GRANTEES

RUNA HESTAD JENSSEN
NORD UNIVERSITY -

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
MUSIC

VEGARD KVAM
UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN -

UC BERKELEY
EDUCATION

ØYSTEIN SJÅSTAD
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO -

UC SAN DIEGO
ART HISTORY

INGRID MIKKELSEN SEMB
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO -

UC BERKELEY
ECONOMICS

SIW TONE INNSTRAND
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -
UC BERKELEY

 PUBLIC HEALTH

HÅKON MIDTHUN KOLSTØ
UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN - 

NASA AMES RESEARCH CENTER
PHYSICS
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THE 2021-22 NORWEGIAN GRANTEES
ARCTIC INITIATIVE
KETIL LENERT HANSEN Public Health 
UiT - The Arctic University of Norway - University of Colorado
ANDREAS ØSTHAGEN Political Science 
Fridtjof Nansen Institute  - Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars 

RESEARCH
TRUDE HELEN FLO Medical Sciences 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Boston 
Children’s Hospital/ Harvard University
THOR HOLT Humanities 
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley
SIW TONE INNSTRAND Public Health 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley
KAREN CAMILLA EGIDIUS KRAKSTAD Medical Sciences 
University of Bergen - Dana Farber Cancer Institute
VEGARD KVAM Education 
University of Bergen - UC Berkeley
LINE PEDERSEN Biology 
University of Bergen - University of Texas Southwest Medi-
cal Center
ERLE REFSUM Public Health 
Oslo University Hospital - Dana Farber Cancer Institute
SIRI CAMILLA INDRELAND AAS RUSTAD Political Science 
Peace Research Institute Oslo - University of Arizona
ØYSTEIN SJÅSTAD Art History 
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley
SILJE STEINSBEKK Psychology 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley
BERIT LØKENSGARD STRAND Biomedical Engineering 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Universi-
ty of Colorado Boulder

PHD LEVEL GRANTEES
CAMILLA GRØVER AUKRUST Medical Sciences 
Oslo University Hospital, Rikshospitalet HF - Harvard Uni-
versity
INGEBORG MARIE AMADOU FOSSESTOL History 
Different Norwegian publishing houses - University of Chicago
RUNA HESTAD JENSSEN Music 
Nord University - University of Illinois
TONE SVERRESDOTTER KNAPSTAD Law 
University of Helsinki - Fordham University
HÅKON MIDTHUN KOLSTØ Physics 
University of Bergen - NASA Ames Research Center
ODA NEDREGAARD Economics 
BI Norwegian Business School - Harvard University
INGRID MIKKELSEN SEMB Economics 
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley
KETIL SLAGSTAD History of Medicine 
Akershus university hospital - Johns Hopkins University

SUSANNE FLØ SPINNANGR Physics 
University of Bergen - NASA, Ames Research Center

MASTER’S LEVEL STUDIES
NICOLAI FOLSTAD AUSTAD Engineering 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC San 
Diego
JAN INGE DYRHAUG Engineering 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - MIT
ANDREAS HARALDSTAD History 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC 
Berkeley
MARIUS LINDEGAARD Physics 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - MIT
ANDERS CHRISTIAN MATHISEN Engineering 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - MIT
ODIN ALEKSANDER SEVERINSEN Engineering 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - MIT
SIRI STORHEIM Music 
The Norwegian Academy of Music - University of Southern 
California
PETER NIKOLAI KAASA SUNDGAARD Nanotechnology 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC San 
Diego
ERLING TVETER Engineering 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - MIT
MASTER’S DEGREE
CHRISTIAN SAMDAL BORGEN Business 
University of British Columbia - Dartmouth College 
EIVIND BRANDT Public Health 
University of Bergen - Harvard University
ELISABETH SAWKINS EIKELAND Law 
University of Bergen - Stanford University
MARIA LARSSON PEDERSEN Literature 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - San 
Francisco State University
SIDRA YOUSAF International Relations 
University of Oslo - Columbia University
RESEARCH (DEFERRED FROM 2020)
GUNN ASTRID BAUGERUD Psychology 
Oslo Metropolitan University - UC, Irvine
LENE LIEBE DELSETT Paleontology 
University of Oslo - Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
Natural History
SVEIN ERIK HAMRAN Aerospace 
University of Oslo - UC Los Angeles
MADS HAUGLAND HAUGEN Medical Sciences 
Oslo University Hospital - Oregon Health and Science Uni-
versity
ESPEN DYRNES STABELL Philosophy 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - North-
eastern University



2021-22 Norwegian Student Anders Mathisen

2021-22 Norwegian Researcher Trude Helen Flo

  2021-22 Norwegian Students Nicolai Austad and Peter Nikolai Sundgaard

2021-22 Norwegian Researcher Karen Camilla Krakstad
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2021-22 Norwegian Students  Anders Mathisen and Jan Inge Dyrhaug   2021-22 Students Nicolai Austad and Peter Nikolai Sundgaard

2021-22 Norwegian Students Erling Tveter and Marius Lindegaard

2021-22 Norwegian Student Anders Mathisen
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RETURNING FULBRIGHTERS FROM 2020-22

TYRA MERKER
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

ECONOMICS
I loved my stay in Philadelphia! The 
scientific community at Wharton 
was great – I felt welcome and
supported throughout my entire 
stay. The stay helped me improve 
my research project, and I believe it
has been an asset to my academic 
career.
 As I believe that career is 
not everything, I have also put effort 
into making American friends while 
in Philly. Through a Facebook group, 
my roommate, and fellow grad 
students, I have accumulated an
amazing group of friends. I will miss 
them dearly when I return.
 After work, I have shared 
many meals with friends. Whether 
it was weekly dinners, trying a 
new Philly restaurant each week, 
birthday dinners, Thanksgiving 
with my roommate’s family, the true 
American Halloween experience, or 
Christmas Markets, I have always felt 
included.
 My new friends have taken 
me on numerous adventures, such 
as camping trips, hiking, biking, rock
climbing, and trips to the beach at 
Cape May. I got to visit a National 
Park during peak fall foliage, and
visited a number of the East Coast 
cities (and small towns). These 
memories and experiences will stay
with me.
 

KETIL SLAGSTAD
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

HISTORY OF MEDICINE

I had heard a lot about Baltimore 
before I arrived, but I didn’t expect to 
fall in love with this city. It’s certainly 
a bit rough around the edges, but 
the people are so friendly and open 
and there are a range of cultural and 
social activities and some world-
class museums. The food is very 
good and the city is affordable. I 
highly recommend the city, but I 
would encourage all Fulbrighters to 
explore the city’s conflicting history: 
Read some books, go for walks, 
visit the museums. It will make the 
experience and the stay so much 
richer.

I have spent all leisure time 
exploring the city on bike and public 
transportation. I have visited almost 
all the museums in the city and I have 
read books about Balitmore’s history 
to better understand the social, 
economic and racial problems it is 
struggling with.

ERLING TVETER
MIT

 ENGINEERING CYBERNETICS
My stay in the US, albeit short, has 
given me so many new experiences, 
and has definitely given me new
perspectives not only on American 
society, but on a lot of other societies 
as well. While mainly focusing on 
my academics through the semester, 
I was still able to connect with a few 
people during my stay.
 I stayed at an on-campus 
all-graduate dormitory with a lot of 
international students, meaning that 
there were plenty of opportunities 
for short conversations over a snack 
with people from all over the world.
This opened my eyes to a lot of 
issues different parts of the world 
face, many of which I had previously
been unaware of. At the same time, it 
was amazing to see how alike we all 
were. After the end of the semester, 
I had the opportunity of traveling 
across the US. During these travels, I 
got the chance of staying a few nights 
with a couple of different American 
families, once again enabling me
to have these meaningful in-depth 
conversations about the American 
way of life and the specifics of
American politics.
 The months I have spent 
in the US have not only advanced 
my academic insights, but also 
broadened my knowledge of American 
and international societies in general.
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ANDREAS HARALDSTAD
UC BERKELEY

 HISTORY

My stay in the US has been a truly 
transformative experience, both 
academically, socially, and personally. I 
went to UC Berkeley with Fulbright in the 
fall of 2021 on an exchange semester as 
part of my master’s degree in history and 
education. Coming there, I had multiple 
goals. I wanted to challenge myself 
and grow academically, meet new 
people, build a stronger network both 
academically and socially, improve my 
mastery of the English language and not 
least, experience the US. All these goals 
have been fulfilled. Academically, the 
environment at Berkeley is extremely 
stimulating. As Berkeley does not have a 
dedicated MA program in history, I have 
been participating in seminars together 
with the PhD students. Compared to 
Norway, professors expect more of 
you and are more invested in your 
success. Speaking from the experience 
of a history student, you are expected 

to read, write, and discuss much more 
extensively than back home in Norway. 
Having talked to other students and 
scholars, the same seem to apply also 
for the STEM subjects where you have 
many more opportunities to participate 
in research. In general, you become 
much more integrated into an academic 
community and network than you do 
back home.

Other than academic pursuits, the US 
has also been a social experience. 
I came here with the concrete goal 
of not only associating with other 
Norwegians, but to meet people from 
across the world, both Americans and 
other foreigners. In that regard, I am 
glad that I had the opportunity to live at 
UC Berkeley’s International House, this 
has been beneficial from an academic 
perspective, meeting dedicated people 
from across the world from wildly 
varying backgrounds. However, it has 
also been an important social arena 
for me, allowing me to meet many new 
people and make new friends and 

acquaintances. Through them I have 
also been able to experience the US 
with trips across California and the 
West Coast to places like Muir Woods, 
Santa Cruz, Napa Valley, Los Angeles, 
Yosemite, Las Vegas, Zion National 
Park and Grand Canyon and partake 
in American cultural events such as 
Football games and Thanksgiving. This 
has also been beneficial when it comes 
to mastering the English language as 
you get to develop both an academic 
and a more informal register.

All in all, I cherish my experience 
in the US. Being here has been an 
unforgettable experience. Fulbright has 
been an invaluable help in this regard, 
and I would recommend everyone with 
the chance to go to the US to do so.



TOTAL U.S. FULBRIGHTERS 
TO NORWAY FUNDED IN 
FY 2021

ADDITIONAL STUDENTS 
AND SCHOLARS WHO 
CAME IN 2021 AFTER 
DEFERRING IN 2020

TOTAL SCHOLARS IN THE 
COMBINED 2020 & 2021 
COHORT

TOTAL STUDENTS IN THE 
COMBINED 2020 & 2021 
COHORT

13
31

24
20

Fulbrighters 
In Norway
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ARTS & ARCHITECTURE
EDUCATION

ENGINEERING & COMPUTER SCI.
FORMAL SCIENCES 

HUMANITIES
LAW

MEDICINE & PUBLIC HEALTH
SOCIAL SCIENCES

The Fulbright program in Norway was estab-
lished with the agreement between the U.S. 
and Norway on May 25, 1949, in order to “pro-
mote further mutual understanding between 
the peoples of the United States of America 
and Norway by a wider exchange of knowledge 
and professional talents through educational 
contacts.” The COVID-19 pandemic continued 
to pose significant to challenges to the fulfill-
ment of this mission in FY 2021. In particular 
many scholars and research students faced 
delayed arrivals due to strict entry regulations.
 
Given the obstacles, the U.S.- Norway Fulbright 
Foundation is pleased that all 2021-22 students 
and the majority of scholars were able to make 
it to Norway. These grantees are fostering cul-
tural collaboration while pursuing projects on a 
variety of topics ranging from using photogra-
phy to document and communicate the plastic 
pollution crisis in the ocean, to investigating the 
role played by a novel stress response protein in 
the progression of diabetes, to using the fossil 
record to investigate and manage extinction 
risk.
 
A list of the Fulbright grantees in Norway fund-
ed in FY 2021 can be found on the next page.

PROGRAM STATISTICS

Students

ETAs

Scholars
(Deferred

from 2020)

Students
(Deferred

from 2020)

Scholars
Arctic 
Chairs

1212

1313

44

33

1010

22

17

Fulbrighters 
In Norway

             3            4 
          5         2                  
        2          1
       10           3
                 5  1        
  1
         2         1
             3          1
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THE 2021-22 AMERICAN GRANTEES
ARCTIC CHAIR

BEILI LIU. Arts.  
University of Tromsø - The University of Texas at Austin

PAUL BERKMAN. Oceanography.  
University of Tromsø - Tufts University

ROVING SCHOLARS
RENEE BREKKE-EBBOTT. Education.  
Norwegian National Centre for Foreign Languages in Education - 
Gunnison Watershed School District RE1J

LECTURING/RESEARCH SCHOLARS

DANIEL SHAIN. Biology.  
Norway Institute for Nature Research/Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology - Rutgers University-Camden 

MICHAEL KELLER. Literature.  
University of Bergen - Quincy University

RESEARCH SCHOLARS

CHARLES FENSTER. Environmental Sciences.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - South Dakota 
State University

COLIN DAVIS. History.  
Norwegian Maritime Museum - Indian Springs School

DANIEL GOMEZ-IBANEZ. Engineering.  
Oslo Metropolitan University - Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu-
tion

HANNAH GARRY. Law.  
University of Oslo - University of Southern California

JAMES MARTIN. Environmental Sciences.  
Norwegian Institute for Nature Research - University of Georgia

JAMES MILLWARD. History.  
Nobel Institute for Advanced International Studies - Georgetown 
University

KATHLEEN EPSTEIN. Geography.  
University of Oslo/Norwegian Institute for Nature Research - Mon-
tana State University

MEGAN DEUTMEYER. Political Science.  
Peace Research Institute Oslo - University of Colorado Boulder

THOR MARTINSEN. Mathematics.  
University of Bergen - Naval Postgraduate School

ENGLISH TEACHING ASSISTANTS
JILLIAN IMPASTATO. English Teaching Assistantship.  
University of Agder - Tufts University 

KARI FISCHER. English Teaching Assistantship.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology/Byåsen Upper 
Secondary School - University of Wisconsin

MARGARET SCHLICH. English Teaching Assistantship.  
University of Bergen/Bergen Cathedral School - University of Notre 
Dame

SETH TROVAO. English Teaching Assistantship.  
Norwegian University of Life Sciences/Ås Upper Secondary School 
- California State University Stanislaus

GRADUATE STUDENTS 
AMY LI. Oceanography.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Harvard Univer-
sity

CONNOR WILSON. Paleontology.  
University of Oslo - University of California-Berkeley

EVAN PATROHAY. Environmental Sciences.  
University of Tromsø - Clemson University

JESSICA PIERCE. Neuroscience.  
University of Oslo - Salisbury University

JULIA JACKMAN. Social Sciences.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Arizona State 
University

LUCIA WAGNER. Neuroscience.  
University of Bergen - St Olaf College

MEGAN LENSS. Oceanography.  
Norwegian Polar Institue/University of Tromsø - University of Iowa

MEGHANA KAMINENI. Computer Science.  
University of Oslo - Massachusetts Institute of Technology

MIRA GUTH. Interdisciplinary Studies.  
University of Oslo - Wesleyan University

OLIVIA MOEHL. Geology.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Amherst College

PHD LEVEL

JOHANNA CIAMPA. Dance.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - University of 
Montana

KATHLEEN MARIS PALTRINERI. Language.  
University of Oslo/University of Tromsø - University of Iowa

T. CRAIG SINCLAIR. Architecture.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Pratt Institute 

DEFERRALS (from 2020)

SCHOLARS
CYNTHIA HARTUNG. Psychology.  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - 
University of Wyoming 
DANA MORTON. Biology.  
University of Tromsø - University of California-Santa Barbara
IAN HATCHER. Arts.  
University of Bergen - Independent Artist
JEAN MARIE CAREY. Arts.  
University of Stavanger - University of Tampa 
JOERG KLIEWER. Engineering.  
Simula UiB - New Jersey Institute of Technology
KENNETH TAPE. Biology.  
University of South-Eastern Norway - University of Alaska Fair-
banks
MICHAEL LYNES. Biology.  
University of Bergen - University of Connecticut

ROVING SCHOLARS
DANIEL PETERS. Liberal Arts.  
Norwegian National Centre for English and other Foreign Lan-
guages in Education - Yakima Valley College

MICHELLE JEWETT. Education.  
Norwegian National Centre for English and other Foreign Lan-
guages in Education  - Central New Mexico Community College

TRACY DAVIS. Education.  
Norwegian National Centre for English and other Foreign Lan-
guages in Education - Lehigh University 

STUDENTS
ELIZABETH ELLENWOOD. Photography.  
Norwegian Geotechnical Institute - University of Connecticut 

LAUREN CLOSS. Physiology.  
Norwegian University of Life Sciences - University of Mary Wash-
ington

MIRANDA MOEN. Architecture.  
Norwegian Emigrant Museum/Oslo School of Architecture and 
Design - Iowa State University



HIGHLIGHTED 2021-22 GRANTEES

BEILI LIU
UNIVERSITY OF TROMSØ

 ARTS
Liu is studying environmental and 
geopolitical transformations of the 
Arctic through the lens of handcraft, 
labor, and the Sami people’s lived 
experiences, specifically, how they 
process loss and grief through craft 
as they cope with the changing 
landscape. This research will 
serve as the basis for a sculptural 
installation and performance series 
that seeks to increase awareness 
and understanding of the human 
impact on our natural environment.

KATHLEEN EPSTEIN
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO

GEOGRAPHY
Biosecurity interventions for 
wildlife disease often require the 
participation of rural communities. 
However, managing for wildlife 
disease in rural places is often 
contentious, raising questions about 
the role of emotions in biosecurity 
regimes. Epstein is investigating the 
emotional dimensions of wildlife 
disease management through a 
case of chronic wasting disease in 
Norway. 

MICHAEL KELLER
UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

LITERATURE

Keller is exploring how Gothic 
American writers confront 
the nation’s past. Based on his 
experiences in the classroom, he 
is also comparing how American 
and European students engage the 
intersection of literature and history.

MEGHANA KAMINENI
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Kamineni is creating computational 
models to investigate the effect 
of COVID-19 non-compulsory 
measures and regulations on 
mobility. Information about to 
what extent, how, and where these 
approaches had an effect will 
be useful in preparing for future 
pandemics.

JULIA JACKMAN
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

 SOCIAL SCIENCES

Jackman is completing the first year 
of her studies for an MSc in Global 
Health. She is particularly interested 
in refugees and higher education, 
and is investigating refugee access to 
higher education in Norway, health 
outcomes for resettled refugee 
populations, and interventions 
for eliminating barriers to refugee 
access to education.

PAUL BERKMAN
UNIVERSITY OF TROMSØ

 OCEANOGRAPHY

Berkman is collaborating 
with colleagues in Norway to 
amplify holistic (international, 
interdisciplinary and inclusive) 
lessons from the Arctic about 
balancing national interests and 
common interests with local-global 
relevance.



2021-22 US Student Miranda Moen at Folkemuseet

2021-22 US Scholar Kathleen Epstein

2021-22 US English Teaching Assistant Jillian Impastato

2021-22 US Arctic Chairs, Beili Liu and Paul Berkman
20



2021-22 US Student Lucia Wagner   2021-22 US Student Elizabeth Ellenwood

All 4 2021-22 US Roving Scholars posing together

2021-22 US Student T. Craig Sinclair
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KAREN PHAM
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO

 PALEONTOLOGY

More than anything, this Fulbright 
journey has taught me how small the 
world is and how similar we all are 
despite putting up artificial borders 
between our countries. Once when 
I was talking with my advisor, Lee 
Hsiang, in Oslo, she mused about how 
academia was funny because it was so 
small; despite people in the lab coming 
from all corners of the world, we all 
knew the same groups of people. That’s 
the way that the Fulbright experience 
makes you feel – you’re halfway around 
the world, in a place you’ve only seen 
in pictures full of people you’ve never 
met, with a suitcase or two holding 
the contents of your life for the next 8 
months. But despite having traveled 
so long to get to this strange place, it’s 
mostly fundamentally – topologically – 
the same as the place you came from. 
The same stories play out in different 
continents, though with characters 
making different decisions yielding 
different policy and lifestyle outcomes, 
but underneath it all, the fabric of what 

it means to be human is the same. We 
feel the same emotions and seek out 
the same experiences. It’s really quite 
beautiful to be reminded of this as you 
greet strangers who ski past you in a 
Norwegian forest, because it feels like 
no one else in the world exists. The 
world collapses, and you remember 
what it means to be alive and connected 
to other people.
 
Traveling in the midst of a pandemic 
is quite lonely but also strangely 
comforting at the same time. I think the 
backdrop of a pandemic allowed for a 
more easily shared human experience; 
older folks who may have ordinarily 
kept to themselves at the beach 
approached me to talk about US and 
Norwegian politics and ways of life, 
and the shared experience of being 
new in a city under lockdown gave 
me an instant connection with other 
researchers who had recently entered 
the museum. When I look back at my 
Fulbright journey, I feel a strong sense of 
nostalgia – the feelings of being foreign 
in an unknown land that I felt when I 
first arrived have since been washed 
away by feelings of longing to return 

(even though I’ve only been away for 
several days). At the same time that it’s 
good to be home in the US again, it feels 
like I have left behind a second home 
in Oslo. The pandemic has left many 
“could-have-been’s” concerning my time 
in Norway (this is what life could have 
been like; this is how my interaction with 
x person in my lab group could have 
been like; this is what this event could 
have been like – if the pandemic wasn’t 
happening). But despite the anguish of 
these “could-have-been’s,” above all, I 
have discovered the extent of my own 
resilience and my surprisingly intense 
fondness for Norway, a place I have only 
just begun to know. I am already looking 
forward to my next journey in Norway.

FULBRIGHTERS FROM 2020-21

22



23

PAMELA MCGOWEN
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF 

LIFE SCIENCES
 EDUCATION

From my time observing and co-teaching, 
I really appreciated the opportunity to 
see how classes at the high school are 
structured to enable interdisciplinary 
learning. It was inspiring to see English, 
Social Studies, and Geography teachers 
collaborating to help students meet 
objectives in multiple subjects through 
projects that dismantle barriers 
between the disciplines. Observing 
and participating in interdisciplinary 
projects has encouraged me to explore 
ways to implement such projects in 
my own teaching in the US. It was also 
inspiring to see the level of personalized 
feedback that students receive, with 
teachers generally focusing on feedback 
as opposed to crafting meticulous, 
packed lessons. I observed how many 
teachers crafted simple lessons that 
gave students multiple opportunities to 
conduct short research on the internet 
as opposed to having that information 
given to them. As such, observing this 
has altered my approach to lesson 

planning, making me realize the value 
in leaving space for students to have the 
freedom to seek out knowledge instead 
of simply digest it. I aim to thus shift 
my priorities from making meticulous 
presentations to focusing my energies 
on providing individualized feedback.
 
Additionally, it was very inspiring to 
see how students here receive a more 
global education; I found that in the US, 
global topics were often filtered through 
the role of the United States. I loved 
participating in a weekly “Last Week 
Today” segment in the social studies 
class I worked with, in which students 
would have the first ~10 minutes of 
class to report on global news they had 
read about. The social studies teacher 
I worked with also made a point to ask 
students open-ended questions that 
prompted thinking on global issues such 
as climate change and conflict resolution. 
I hope to use my classroom to similarly 
connect students with both their own 
community and places outside of our 
borders. Furthermore, I was surprised 
flipping through the English textbook 
to see how progressive and current the 
content matter was; for example, the 

textbook presented a lesson on the tv 
show Watchmen and prompted students 
to develop a nuanced essay out of a 
series of tweets that Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez had posted. This gave me some 
lesson ideas for my own teaching!
 
Another part of the Norwegian 
education system that was interesting 
to learn about was the oral exams. This 
is not common in the US, except for 
occasional graded presentations that 
are not weighted heavily in students’ 
overall grade. It was interesting to see 
how students’ ability to discuss a range 
of topics was valued, and I am interested 
in incorporating this assessment into 
my own teaching. Finally, it was helpful 
to reflect on the optimal relationship 
between the students and the teacher. 
I am used to a more hierarchical, 
formal system, and it was interesting 
to reflect on how this might impede 
the accessibility that students feel 
towards their teachers. Also, this made 
me wonder if having students formally 
refer to their teachers shapes students’ 
conception of who owns and controls 
knowledge.



ISABEL FORWARD
UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

 EDUCATION

It was cold, in the beginning. We flew 
over snowy mountains and landed in 
windy rain. Driving into Bergen revealed 
a city blanketed in cool dark tones, even 
at three in the afternoon. Red paint, 
orange lights, and the occasional yellow 
coat broke up the sea of blue-grey. And I 
went into quarantine for ten days.

A reserved culture and a pandemic 
made the people a bit cold, too this 
way. They stayed apart and refrained 
from smiling. In the streets and when 
buying the toothpaste I forgot, I didn’t 
get questions about how I was doing or 
how I was enjoying the weather (which 
I wasn’t, really). 

I would wake up in the darkness to hear 
about the disaster of COVID in the U.S. 

and the disaster of the capital in the U.S. 
the not-so-peaceful passage of power. 
I picked up meals from the front desk 
to eat while listening to the news and 
watching the rain. It was beautiful, with 
it’s muted, but vibrant, color pallete, and 
the balanced mix of development and 
nature. And I couldn’t suppress this 
thought: What is a place without the 
people you love?

And even as I moved out of this 
quarantine hotel, I felt alone in 
straddling this bridge between Norway 
and the United States. I tried to reconcile 
the contrast between the two realities: 
the one I now heard on the news and 
saw over facetime, and the one I saw on 
the streets of Bergen. I began teaching 
unmasked students with unmasked 
teachers, who asked me about COVID as 
if it were a faraway crisis. When I asked 
questions, they were mostly about how I 
liked Norway; and how I felt about crises 

back home. Questions I received from 
students ranged from “Do they really 
drive yellow school buses?” to “Have 
you ever been in a school shooting?” 
And while I read them with a sense of 
humor, I later realized that where I had 
come from became an abstraction. 

Over the course of the semester, I 
worked with the high school class to 
become more proximate to the United 
States and the many issues that plague 
it. To understand that perhaps inside 
of this large, media-filled abstraction 
that is the United States is life — people 
and families with personalities and 
individualized opinions that differ from 
radicalized versions on popular media. 
That a “real American” looks a lot like 
a real person. That maybe they’re the 
same thing.

Beyond the confines of school, I perhaps 
learned the most at our kitchen table. 

24



Among us, we had students from Brazil, 
Russia, Spain, France, Germany, and 
Turkey. The world became closer in 
our shared flat of eight. When Flavia’s 
dad worked as a nurse in the hospital 
in Brazil and Anna’s parents wanted 
to go back to the “good Ol’ Days” of the 
Soviet Union. When I practiced Spanish 
with Miriam and French with Bertille 
and Norwegian with Anna. We laughed 
about different sayings in our respective 
languages, and they asked me questions 
about grammar and phrasing when 
they were writing essays. 

One of the times Bergen went on 
lockdown, I began to bake. With weeks 
of rain, online classes, and access to the 
grocery store, it was all I could think of. 
We ate chocolate cookies and played 
American music. 

Next week, it’s us, the Germans said. 
And I made a schedule and that’s how 
it started. “Sunday Shenanigans,” we 
called it. No one knew what shenanigans 
meant, but I told them it could mean 
anything. (“Shenanigans” quickly 
became a part of everyday vernacular. 
As the only native English speaker, there 
were lots of situations like this. One time, 
in brushing my hair after a hike, I said it 
was “like putting lipstick on a pig.” I’ve 
never seen everyone laugh harder.) 

Every week, someone made something 
from home, or taught us something. 
I learned how to dance the Brazilian 
Fujo and painted Italian vistas on rolls 
of paper from IKEA. Our final week, I 
hosted the highly-anticipated American 
prom, in which we voted on a theme, 
prom royalty, and took photos in a 
unique combination of formal attire 
and hiking shoes. Each of us described 
this same feeling of never having felt so 
attached to our home countries. I had 
never felt so American, the Germans 
had never felt so German, until we came 
to define its significance to others. 

I would review the lessons I was 
teaching the following days with them. 
We would stay up late talking about life 
at home, democracy, and traveling. One 
night, I reviewed my introduction to the 
evolving forms of racism in the U.S. — 

Jim Crow laws, voter suppression, mass 
incarceration, racialized violence — 
and Anna stopped me. 

“I always wondered what it would feel 
like for your vote to mean something. 
For so many young people in Russia, 
the U.S. is synonymous with democracy. 
It’s beautiful — having a document to go 
back to, having a set of rules you follow. 
And when it’s far away, it’s easy to view 
that way.”

I think about Scandinavia as a 
progressive haven, invulnerable to the 
injustices of the world. And while, in so 
many ways, it’s beautiful, Scandinavia 
isn’t a collective, and Norway has it’s 
flaws. It gives me hope knowing that 
things could be different — that things 
are different somewhere in the world. 
That perhaps injustice isn’t forever, and 
a different life is attainable. 

And I also learned here that for 
many, like Anna, that’s what the U.S. 
functions as for them: a distant, abstract, 
Hollywood-like image of hope. This 
image has morphed for me due to a 
combination of aging, education, and 
a collective American reckoning in the 
face of the pandemic, the most recent 
administration, and the resurgence 
Black Lives Matter movement. And at 
the dinner table, conversations often 
returned to the United States. Amidst 
this conflict and chaos—and the lessons 
I taught that often brought it to the 
surface—it remained enticing. 

In my conversations in the classroom, 
the polarity continued to emerge. We 
spoke of how the United States is unique 
in many circumstances. And also, we 
spoke of how so many of the forms of 
oppression in the United States were 
learned, and how they are present 
globally. How the diverse nature of the 
United States permits the invisible and 
deep issues of the world to the surface. 
How in the contemporary and horrible 
issues of the United States battle the 
historical prejudices of the world — how 
the progressiveness is working against 
not only the 125 years, but a world 
history that has included oppression 
and discrimination. And I had to learn 

—and eventually, got to teach—how to 
hold them both as true. How unjust it 
can be. How romantic it remains. How 
in holding both, we can hope to come 
out better.

On our last day in Norway, we decided to 
hike the seven mountains surrounding 
the city of Bergen as a farewell to the 
city. It was uncharacteristically, and 
unfortunately, 86 degrees. It was sunny 
for eighteen of the nineteen hours. And 
when, just after midnight, the sun set, 
we rejoiced. We looked out on the city 
of Bergen, exhausted, and relieved at 
the darkness. The view was the same as 
those early days, when looking out on 
the harbor from my hotel. And I realized 
how at home I felt, in the dark of Bergen, 
with my very not-American people. 

I thought about returning to the United 
States, and the familiar question crossed 
my mind: What is a place without the 
people you love? 

And it’s true, that the people who were 
my people would no longer be with me. 
As I was leaving, my intimate, dinner-
table, Sunday shenanigans group 
walked me to the train. They carried 
my suitcases and we sweat in that 
week’s newfound (and never-ending) 
Norwegian sun. And we faced the 
reality that with COVID restrictions, we 
weren’t seeing one another for a long, 
long time. 

But in this stay, my concept of places I 
belonged became much, much larger. 
My connections spanned beyond 
borders and differences and history 
and time. While the American world felt 
as if it was frozen, I was allowed to enter 
a different one. It was hard. It was cold. 
But the people I love now light up spaces 
spanning the globe. Norway is among 
the lightest. I board the plane, and I hold 
it close. Every day, I hold it closer. 
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THE FAAN ALUMNI BOARD
Seven alumni served on the FAAN board to promote 
engagement among Norwegian alumni, call atten-
tion the value and prestige of the Fulbright program, 
and to strengthen academic and cultural ties be-
tween Norway and the United States. 

The pandemic put a stop to normal activities, but 
the FAAN board met regularly online. They also or-
ganized an online event featuring US alumn ’07-’08 
Jonathan Silverman. Silverman and his co-author 
Michael Hinds discussed their book Johnny Cash Inter-
national: How and Why Fans Love the Man in Black. Silverman 
shared how his experiences in Norway helped shape 
the book. Norwegian alumni Asbjørn Grønstad ’98-
’99 and Oda Tvedt’19-’20 provided additional com-
mentary. Tvedt also performed a few Johnny Cash 
songs. 

THE FAAN ARTICLE OF THE YEAR AWARD
Since 2014, FAAN has augmented its work to raise 
the visibility of Fulbright and engage alumni by 
awarding monetary prizes to two alumni for ac-
ademic articles. In honor of the 75th anniversary 
of the worldwide Fulbright program, the Fulbright 
Commission contributed an extra 25,000 kroner to 
each prize. 

The 2021 Article of the Year prize was awarded to 
Alexander Cappelen for his article «Cutthroat Capi-
talism versus Cuddly Socialism: Are Americans More 
Meritocratic and Efficiency-Seeking than Scandi-
navians?” which was published in the Journal of Political 
Economy. The article explored statistically significant 
differences in attitudes about inequality between 
Americans and Scandinavians.

Aksel Braanen Sterri received the 2021 FAAN Young 
Researcher award for an article entitled, “The Ethics 
of Emergencies.” Co-authored with Ole Martin Moen 
and published in Philosophical Studies, the article present-
ed an innovative theory of what emergencies are, 
what our duties are during emergencies, and how 
these duties differ from when we are in non-emer-
gency situations.

US ALUMNI ACTIVITY
The benefits of a Fulbright grant extend beyond 
the time spent abroad. Here are some examples of 
Norway-related accomplishments of US alumni from 
FY2021.

Rebekah Buchanan ’18-’19 won the Provost’s Award 

for Academic Excellence in Internationalizing the 
Campus at her home institution, Western Illinois 
University.

Shruthi Velidi ’18-’19, her host at the Norwegian 
School of Business Christopher Lutz, and several 
others were co-authors of the article, “Perceptions 
of Algorithmic Profiling on Facebook and Their Social 
Implications,” in AoIR Selected Papers of Internet Research.

Scott Adler `19-`20 was lead author of the article 
“Degradation Analysis of Utility-Scale PV Plants in 
Different Climate Zones,” published in the IEEE Journal 
of Photovoltaics. One of the co-authors was his advi-
sor at the Institute for Energy Technology, Erik S. 
Marstein.

Erin Rieger ’16-’17 was lead author of the article 
“Experiences and perceptions of body weight among 
Turkish immigrant women in Norway” published in 
the International Journal of Migration, Health, and Social Care. 
One of the other two co-authors was Rieger’s ad-
visor at the Norwegian Centre for Minority Health 
Research, Elzbieta Czapka.

Kevin Leder ‘18-‘19 and his host at the University of 
Oslo, Arnolodo Frigessi, were awarded a four -year 
grant of $173,000 from the Research Council of Nor-
way to advance research and instruction in the field 
of personalized medicine.

Heidi Pearson ’18-’19 co-authored a paper entitled 
“Integral functions of marine vertebrates in the 
ocean carbon cycle and climate change mitigation,” 
in the One Earth scientific journal. Two of the three 
other co-authors were Norwegian researchers.

Matthew Teutsch ’18-’19 published an article entitled, 
“Blackness, Norwegian Identity, and Nationality” in 
Black Perspectives, the journal of the African American 
Intellectual History Society.

Kam Sripada ’13-‘14 co-authored the article, “Paren-
tal education and inequalities in child mortality: a 
global systematic review and meta-analysis” pub-
lished in The Lancet. The study was funded in part by 
the Research Council of Norway.

ALUMNI
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Aksel Braanen Sterri delivers his winning paper “The Ethics of Emergencies” Fulbright Norway Board member and Alumni Andreas Føllesdal

Alumni Anners Lerdal performs at the 2021 Alumni Prize ceremony

Alexander Cappelen delivers his winning paper at the 2021 Alumni Prize event
27



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EUGENIA DAVIS

US EMBASSY OSLO

WILLIAM WARNER
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF 

LIFE SCIENCES (RETIRED)

DORIS JORDE
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

UNIVERSITY OF OSLO

ANDREAS FØLLESDAL 

UNIVERSITY OF OSLO

YNGVILD WASTESON
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF 

LIFE SCIENCES

JILLIAN BONNARDEAUX

US EMBASSY OSLO

TORIL JOHANSSON 
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF 

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 
(RETIRED)

KRISTIN DANIELSEN

RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NORWAY 
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STAFF

RENA LEVIN

PROGRAM OFFICER

KEVIN MCGUINESS

FINANCIAL OFFICER

CATHRINE NORDAHL

SENIOR PROGRAM ADVISOR

PETTER NÆSS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HONORARY CHAIRS

SHARON HUDSON-DEAN
CHARGÉ D’AFFAIRES, A.I. US 

EMBASSY

ANNIKEN HUITFELDT
NORWEGIAN MINISTER OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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FINANCIAL 
REVIEW

TOTAL FUNDING
GRANT EXPENSES
GRANT-SUPPORTING EXPENSES
ADMIN EXPENSES

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30,
ALL VALUES IN NOK 2021 2020

17,224, 211 
10,238,204

473,515
4,745,961

18,716, 347 
7,662,000

853,469
4,885,252

SOURCES OF FUNDING

31%
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF

STATE

7%
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

4%
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

AWARD (ARCTIC INITIATIVE 
3 FUNDING)

30

54%
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY 

OF EDUCATION

3%
NORWEGIAN 
UNIVERSITIES



TOTAL FUNDING (NOK in millions)
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18
.7

17.22

ARCTIC CHAIR 
FUNDING

ʻ21ʻ12 ʻ13 ʻ14 ʻ15 ʻ16 ʻ17 ʻ18 ʻ19 ʻ20
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To the General Meeting of US Fulbright Foundation for Educational Exchange 

 

Independent Auditor’s Report 

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Opinion 

We have audited the financial statements of US Norway Fulbright Foundation for Educational 
Exchange. The financial statements comprise the balance sheet as at 30 September 2021, the income 
statement for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of 
significant accounting policies. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements are prepared in accordance with the law and 
regulations and give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Company as at 30 September 
2021, and its financial performance for the year then ended in accordance with the accounting policies 
set out in notes to the financial statements.  

Basis for Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with laws, regulations, and auditing standards and practices 
generally accepted in Norway, including International Standards on Auditing (ISAs). Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the 
Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the Company as 
required by laws and regulations, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance 
with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

Other information 

Management is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises Letter from 
the Governing Board FY 2021, but does not include the financial statements and our auditor's report 
thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express 
any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other 
information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with 
the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated. 

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this 
other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 
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Responsibilities of the Board of Directors and the Managing Director for the 
Financial Statements 

The Board of Directors and the Managing Director (management) are responsible for the preparation 
in accordance with law and regulations, including a true and fair view of the financial statements in 
accordance with the accounting policies set out in notes to the financial statements, and for such 
internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Company’s ability 
to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern. The 
financial statements use the going concern basis of accounting insofar as it is not likely that the 
enterprise will cease operations. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements  

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole 
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report 
that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee 
that an audit conducted in accordance with laws, regulations, and auditing standards and practices 
generally accepted in Norway, including ISAs will always detect a material misstatement when it 
exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in 
aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the 
basis of these financial statements. 

For further description of Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
reference is made to https://revisorforeningen.no/revisjonsberetninger 

 
 
Oslo, 15 December 2021 
PricewaterhouseCoopers AS 
 
 
 
Bente Norbye Lie 
State Authorised Public Accountant 
(This document is signed electronically) 
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                      AS OF SEPTEMBER 30,
        NOTE  2021   2020

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE       
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE AWARD           
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS      
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & RESEARCH  
NORWEGIAN DIRECTORATE FOR EDUCATION & TRAINING 
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITIES      
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION   
BROUGHT FORWARD RESERVES     
FROZEN NORWEGIAN EDUCATIONAL FUNDS   
TOTAL REVENUE        

ADMINISTRATION        
NON-GRANT – PROGRAM
 NON-GRANT - FUNDS RETURNED FROM FY20      
NORWEGIAN GRANTEES 
 NORWEGIAN GRANTEES - FUNDS RETURNED FROM FY20         
U.S. GRANTEES
 US GRANTEES - FUNDS RETURNED FROM FY20        
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES       

RESULT OF OPERATIONS       
INTEREST RECEIVED 31.12      
ACCUMULATED INTEREST 30.09     
TO FUND
RESULT OF THE YEAR       

COVERED BY CARRY-FORWARD SUNDRY RESERVES     
BROUGHT FORWARD TO CARRY-FORWARD SUNDRY RESERVES   
BROUGHT FORWARD TO OPERATING RESERVES

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS HAVE BEEN PREPARED ACCORDING TO THE FUNDAMENTAL 
ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES, VALUATION PRINCIPLES AND PRINCIPLES OF CLASSIFICATION 
SET OUT IN THE NORWEGIAN ACCOUNTING ACT CHAPTER 4, 5 AND 6.

5 473 513
746 198
1 200 000
9 273 000
0
531 500
0
0
0
17 224 211

4 745 961
1 157 000
-683 485
5 602 304
-925 000
5 781 000
-220 100
15 457 680

1 766 530
0
0

1 766 530

1 766 530

6 962 760
0
1 200 000
9 038 000
1 262 000
0
0
253 587
0
18 716 347

4 885 252
853 469
0
3 050 000
0
4 612 000
0
13 400 721

5 315 626
14 114
15 290

5 345 030

5 345 030

INCOME STATEMENT
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ASSETS
  
        NOTE  2021  2020

CURRENT ASSETS 
DEBTORS
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE      
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE AWARD      
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS      
NORWEGIAN DIRECTORATE FOR EDUCATION & TRAINING 
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITIES      
OTHER DEBTORS – INTERESTS      
OTHER DEBTORS -        
TOTAL DEBTORS        

BANK, DEPOSITS, CASH IN HAND ETC. 
CURRENT ACCOUNT       
U.S. SOURCE FUNDS A/C      
NORWEGIAN SOURCE FUNDS A/C     
OPERATING RESERVES A/C      
USD A/C   
HERMELIN A/C       
INCOME TAX A/C        
DEPOSIT A/C        
HIGH INTEREST A/C      
PETTY CASH        
TO FUND         

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

LONG TERM ASSETS 
FURNITURE AND FIXTURES
TOTAL LONG TERM ASSETS

TOTAL ASSETS        

5 473 513
0
1 200 000
0
454 500
0
296 549
7 424 562

336 092
0
881 079
1 368 684
1
123 032
82 369
13 037 038
393 907
385
16 222 587

23 647 149 

10 477
10 477

23 657 625

2 707 199
0
0
0
0
15 290
208 051
2 930 540

374 945
4 255 610
1 284 832
1 364 981
1
123 026
82 358
8 459 280
0
385
15 945 417

18 875 957

31 430
31 430

18 907 386

SEPTEMBER 30,

BALANCE SHEET
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EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 
  
        NOTE  2021  2020

EQUITY

CAPITAL ACCOUNTS
HERMELIN A/C        
OPERATING RESERVES       
NORWEGIAN EDUCATIONAL FUNDS     
ARCTIC CHAIR FUNDS       
SUNDRY RESERVES        
TOTAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTS      

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES
COMMITMENT NORWEGIAN GRANTEES    
COMMITMENT U.S. GRANTEES      
COMMITMENT NON-GRANT PROGRAM    
TRADE CREDITORS       
PUBLIC DUTIES PAYABLE       
OTHER SHORT-TERM LIABILITIES - HOLIDAY PAY   
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES      

TO FUND         

1 368 684
118 693
0
0
10 820 088
12 307 465

2 001 152
7 780 963
1 131 147
32 005
164 964
239 929
11 350 160

23 657 625

1 364 981
118 693
0
0
9 053 557
10 537 232

2 600 000
4 560 346
768 011
35 788
166 080
239 929
8 370 155

18 907 386

SEPTEMBER 30,
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