
FULBRIGHT 2020/21 
NORWEGIAN GRANTEES TO THE U.S.

Norway
THE FIRST RESORT OF KINGS



As awful as it’s been for international educational exchange, the 
pandemic made me imagine something even worse …. a virus 
that could inhibit not only our freedom of movement, but also our 
freedom to think, read, write, and collaborate…and also rob us of 
our capacity for looking forward to better times. Thankfully, for our 
2020-21 Norwegian Fulbrighters all those things have been possible 
despite the pandemic suspension of so much else, and as you will 
gather from the project descriptions in this brochure, they have not 
been sitting idly in the departure lounge.  But things are looking up; 
some of them have already made their way to the United States, 
and others will depart imminently. I hope their Fulbright experience 
will be all the richer for the patience, determination and flexibility 
they themselves have shown, but also for the assistance they have 
received along the way to make this happen despite so many obsta-
cles; from flexible advisors at both home and host institutions, from 
the Consular section at the U.S. embassy, and not least from my 
colleagues here at the Fulbright Commission. My congratulations go 
to the Fulbrighters, and my gratitude to the many helpers. That old 
saying, if you’re going through hell keep going, makes a lot of sense. 
Godt jobba!



ISHITA BARUA
MEDICAL SCIENCES
University of Oslo - Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center 

Barua obtained her medical degree in 2014 from the 
University of Oslo, and is currently a PhD candidate 
there. She has previously worked as a resident doc-
tor in Gastroenterology. Her research focuses on the 
use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in colorectal cancer 
diagnosis and colonoscopy. Application of AI in clini-

cal medicine is revolutionizing daily practice, and AI in colonoscopy might address 
the challenges of preventing colorectal cancer. Through the Fulbright scholarship, 
Barua conducted a clinical trial to investigate the effectiveness of using an AI-system 
in colonoscopy. Barua is an avid public speaker on AI in Medicine, and in 2021, she 
was named one of top 30 women in Norway changing the field of Artificial Intel-
ligence, by NORA - The Norwegian Artificial Intelligence Research Consortium. 
Barua will build on her research stay and scholarship in Boston to connect and 
network with others in this emerging medical field. 

KYRRE BERLAND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Sciences Po Paris - Tufts University

Berland obtained a B.A. in Euro-Asian studies at Sci-
ences Po Paris, Le Havre Campus, France, including 
a senior exchange year to the University of Tokyo. 
Combining his studies with supporting asylum seek-
ers in Japan as a French to English interpreter at a lo-
cal NGO, Berland proceeded to work as a trainee in 
human rights for the Permanent Mission of Norway 

to the UN in Geneva. After researching governance models at Conflict Dynam-
ics International, a US-based peacebuilding NGO during his first year of graduate 
studies, he had a virtual internship at the UN Department of Peacebuilding and 
Political Affairs in the summer of 2021. Building on this experience, Berland will 
write his thesis on governance in the context of state-building and armed conflict, 
and will graduate in May 2022. Berland hopes to pursue a career in peacebuilding 
and international affairs. Outside classes and work, Berland finds respite in hiking, 
long runs and other outdoor activities, preferably in sunny weather.



HAAKON LUDVIG LANGELAND ERVIK
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
University of Bergen - Caltech

Ervik was first drawn to climate science after serv-
ing one year as a medic in the Norwegian Coast 
Guard and experiencing the changing Arctic climate 
firsthand. He became motivated to understand the 
underlying physical processes of climate change and 
the potential solutions. With bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in applied mathematics from the University 

of Bergen, Ervik has a solid foundation for his current Ph.D. research on climate 
modeling at Caltech. One of the key components for good climate predictions is 
the accuracy of cloud processes. With the Fulbright Fellowship, Ervik will propose 
new closures for cloud processes that explicitly consider the uncertainty of the 
physics at current climate model resolution. With the help of the recent surge in 
data from satellites and high-fidelity simulations, these closures can be systemati-
cally validated and used to improve the state-of-the-art climate models.

SIGURD EIDE
GEOLOGY
University of Oslo - UC Los Angeles

Eide’s research interests revolve around remote 
sensing and its application to unveil unknown or ob-
scured information, which could be of either scien-
tific or economic value. He received an M.Sc. degree 
in geophysics from the University of Oslo in 2014 
and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. at the same univer-
sity. In between his studies, in the period from 2014 

to 2018, he was in the private sector working with natural resource exploration 
and geographical information systems. In his Ph.D. work, Eide is focusing on ground 
penetrating radar in planetary exploration, and is engaged as a Collaborator for the 
RIMFAX payload instrument aboard NASA’s Perseverance rover mission to Mars. 
He is working with both tactical mission operations and scientific data analysis 
and, in particular, is investigating how numerical modeling of radar wave propaga-
tion can improve understanding of the acquired data and help disclose subsurface 
structures and compositions at the landing site. 



SILJE HAVREVOLD HENNI
HEALTH COMMUNICATION
University of Oslo - Columbia University

Henni is a registered nurse with a master’s degree 
and PhD in Nursing Science from the University of 
Oslo. She is currently working on developing an inte-
grated care intervention for connecting home health 
care and oral health services, as oral health problems 
for older adults receiving home care services have 
been neglected in the Norwegian health care ser-

vices. The intervention will be developed based on co-production techniques with 
users of the intervention. As a Fulbright scholar Henni will learn different types of 
visualization techniques which will be central in the development and testing of the 
intervention. More specifically, visualization techniques will be used to visualize the 
various intervention development processes. Different visualization techniques will 
also be used to convey information to the participants involved as users, so that 
they have sufficient knowledge to be able to participate actively – which is central 
to developing an accurate intervention.

NAZANIN JAHANI
ENERGY
NORCE Norwegian Research Centre - The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin

Jahani earned her PhD in mechanical engineering 
from the Norwegian University of Science and Tech-
nology in 2015. In addition to an MSc in mechanical 
engineering, she has a master’s in computer software 
engineering from the Technical University of Kaiser-
slautern. Since 2017 she has been a Research Scien-

tist at NORCE Norwegian Research Centre. Her passion is to apply mathematical 
modelling, computational, and numerical techniques to describe and represent the 
coupled physical processes taking place in natural systems, such as oil reservoir 
formation. Her current research is on the development and implementation of 
numerical and optimization techniques to estimate petrophysical properties of the 
formation rock in real time while drilling to extract hydrocarbon. On her Fulbright, 
Jahani focused on 3D numerical modeling of deep-sensing borehole resistivity 
measurements and petrophysical inversion.



TYRA MERKER 
ECONOMICS 
Oslo Economics - University of Pennsylvania

Merker obtained her Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) 
in Economics at the University of Oslo, where she 
is currently a doctoral research fellow in the same 
field. Her research focuses on how competition, or 
lack thereof, affects economic outcomes. Due to her 
experience with competition cases and her research 
in the field, she has been appointed a member of 

the Norwegian Competition Appeals Tribunal, a specialist judicial body which hears 
and decides cases involving appeals of decisions of the Norwegian Competition 
Authority. Through the Fulbright Scholarship, she will study how retail firms’ pricing 
strategies affect distribution, the effect of taxes and consumer welfare. Merker is 
passionate about making competition economics understandable for non-econo-
mists, and about informing about why firms’ strategies matter for consumers. 

LINNEA LORENTZEN
ECONOMICS
BI Norwegian Business School - UC Berkeley

Lorentzen obtained a master degree of economics 
from the University of Oslo in 2018. As a doctoral 
candidate, she is now working within the intersec-
tion of international trade, labor economics, and 
macro economics. In her research, Lorentzen studies 
how international or domestic macroeconomic 
shocks, such as automation or import competition 

are affecting labor market outcomes. Macroeconomic shocks force workers to 
move between sectors and affect both employment and earnings. In her research, 
Lorentzen focuses on the distributional effects of such shocks in particular. On her 
Fulbright grant, Lorentzen will develop her dissertation research further and will 
have the opportunity to interact and possibly collaborate with some of the leading 
scholars in economics The research environment she will be exposed to, in par-
ticular within the field of international trade, will provide Lorentzen with contacts 
and research ideas that may benefit her for a long time. 



MADS OUTZEN
HUMANITIES
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - 
UC Berkeley

Outzen is finishing his PhD in the field of Film and 
Media Studies. His doctoral research project focuses 
on the ethical potential of confronting terror through 
film. More specifically, his work explores how 
audiovisual testimonial material from survivors in 
the aftermath of terrorist attacks, through cinemati-

cally mediated faces and voices, opens a process of encounter that provides us as 
spectators with a unique possibility for understanding the human consequences 
of terrorism. Through the Fulbright scholarship, Outzen was given the opportunity 
to both develop and disseminate his research by exchanging ideas with leading 
researchers within his field and engaging with an interdisciplinary academic com-
munity. Outzen has a passion for education and therefore plans to further use the 
theoretical implications of his work towards practical applications of audiovisual 
media in teaching and learning. 

FREDRIK SAMDAL SOLBERG
ENGINEERING
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - 
Stanford University

Solberg obtained a Master of Science from the Nor-
wegian University of Science and Technology in 2019. 
Currently, he is pursuing a PhD in the Skylar-Scott lab, 
where his aim is to develop novel 3D bioprinting as 
part of a curative solution for congenital heart de-
fects. Every year, thousands of children are born with 

serious congenital heart defects that may require palliative surgeries or heart trans-
plantation for survival. Even with drastic intervention, the rate of failure of these 
procedures by young adolescence remains high. 3D bioprinting offers an exciting 
opportunity for engineering of patient-specific tissues and organs-on-demand that 
can alleviate many of the current procedures’ issues. Through the Fulbright Scholar-
ship, Solberg was allowed to finish his first year of his PhD, where he designed and 
developed the first prototype of the 3D bioprinter.
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