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FULBRIGHT ROVING SCHOLAR REPORT
Unique among Fulbright grant opportunities around the world, the Roving Scholar program is one of the 
Norwegian Fulbright program’s crown jewels. It affords three seasoned educators a chance to spend an 
entire school year travelling throughout Norway to hold workshops in American Studies for secondary 
school students, their teachers, and higher education students aspiring to become teachers.

Given the number of schools they visit and the topics they cover, Roving Scholars (Rovers) are true cul-
tural ambassadors with unusually wide reach; they are therefore the most thoroughly vetted of U.S. appli-
cants for grants to Norway. Classroom experience, pedagogical expertise, and demonstrated commitment 
to the practice and advancement of teaching are key for selection. So too are the adaptability, flexibility, 
and ruggedness required to manage a demanding travel schedule and serve as a guest teacher for con-
stantly changing groups of students.

Tasked broadly with helping students practice their English by presenting on American history, culture, 
and society, Rovers offer workshops that both reflect their subject matter specialties and that speak to 
the interests of Norwegian students and national curricular aims. Contemporary social and political issues 
tend to be popular, and this year was no different; the most requested workshops concerned teen life in 
New York City, internet literacy, decoding propaganda, and current U.S. debates about immigration.

In addition to striving to best serve students and educators, Rovers are keen to learn about the education-
al system in Norway. The Fulbright office is grateful to our partners at the Norwegian Center for Foreign 
Languages in Education for providing an introductory program for Rovers in August, and for the invaluable 
support and guidance they provide to both the Rovers and our staff throughout the year.

The Roving Scholar program would not be possible without the financial support of the Norwegian Di-
rectorate for Education and Training. This year that support enabled Rovers to visit 173 different schools 
around the country. Fulbright Norway is indebted to the Directorate for its commitment over the past 31 
years and hopes that the program will continue to benefit Norwegian students and educators for many 
more.
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Grant Flatgard is a secondary education teacher with six years of expe-
rience as a special education teacher in the New York City Public School 
system. Prior to coming to Norway, he served two years as Grade Head 
for the 7th grade at the Community Action School. Flatgard earned a BA 
in Communications at the University of Minnesota and worked in the ad-
missions office there for a couple of years before embarking on studies 
for his Master of Science degree in Education from St. John’s University. 
Passionate about helping students overcome educational and social 
barriers, Flatgard leads professional development trainings for fellow 
teachers on special education mandates, best practices in differentiated 
instruction to reach multiple learners, and social/emotional intelligence 
training to develop students’ capacity to identify and process their emo-
tions and feelings.

Rebekah Buchanan is the Director of English Education and Associate 
Professor of English at Western Illinois University, where she teaches 
English education methods, professional writing courses, and courses 
on media literacy. She earned a PhD in Urban Education from Temple 
University where she also served as assistant director for the university 
writing center. Having taught and designed curriculum at all levels from el-
ementary school through university, Buchanan focuses on using narrative 
as a way of engaging students in the classroom and getting them to think. 
Likewise, she has published on popular culture and music in the class-
room, youth out-of-school literacy practices, and zines in the classroom. 
Her 2018 book, Writing a Riot: Riot Grrrl Zines and Feminist Rhetorics, 
focused on youth feminist activists. She is now working on a book about 
Harry Potter fans and their relationship to reading.

Joelle Moen has three degrees in English (BA, MA, and PhD) specializing 
in American literature, especially twentieth century literature and African 
American literature. In addition to teaching classes in American litera-
ture, she has taught college freshman writing for more than 20 years at 
Brigham Young University-Idaho as well as other courses in composition, 
humanities, Spanish, international studies, and anthropology. In her teach-
ing, Moen emphasizes active student participation in resolving questions. 
One of the most significant projects of her teaching career has been de-
veloping a Modern Art and Propaganda class, co-writing and editing the 
textbook for that class, and leading and training the teaching team for it.
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TOP 10 CITIES
REBEKAH BUCHANAN JOELLE MOEN GRANT FLATGARD

Oslo   16 Oslo  12 Harstad  17
Bodø   6 Stavanger 11 Oslo  9  
Stavanger 6 Bergen  8 Ytrebygda 5
Ålesund  5 Kristiansand  8 Porsgrunn  5
Bardufoss 3* Bodø   6 Tomasjord 5
Bergen  3* Ålesund  4 Arendal 4
Gran   3* Bryne  3* His   4
Halden  3* Gran   3* Hammerfest  4
Kongsberg 3* Hesseng 3* Flisa  3*
Kristiansand 3* Lillestrøm 3* Hundvåg 3*

*Mulitple cities tied at this number of teaching days

Grant Flatgard
Ungdomsskole Rover
130 Total Teaching Days

Joelle Moen
VGS Level Rover
141 Total Teaching Days

Rebekah Buchanan
VGS Level Rover
138 Total Teaching Days

CITIES VISITED BY ROVERS IN 
2018-19
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TOP 5 COUNTIES
REBEKAH BUCHANAN JOELLE MOEN GRANT FLATGARD

Oslo    17 Rogaland  22 Troms   22

Nordland  14 Nordland    14 Trøndelag  15

Trøndelag  14 Oslo    12 Hedmark  12

Rogaland   11 Finnmark    11 Aust-Agder  11

Vestfold  11 Hordaland  11 Akershus   10

Østfold
Vestfold

Vest-Agder
Trøndelag

Troms
Telemark

Sogn og Fjordane
Rogaland

Oslo
Oppland

Nordland
Møre og Romsdal

Hordaland
Hedmark
Finnmark
Buskerud

Aust-Augder
Akershus

COUNTIES VISITED BY 
ROVERS IN 2018-19
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2018-19 HIGHLIGHTS & NOTES
SEMINAR FOR UPPER SECONDARY 
SCHOOL TEACHERS IN OSLO

Building on the success of last year, Fulbright 
Norway, Edvard Munch VGS, and Nydalen VGS 
teamed up to organize a day of professional 
development for secondary school teachers at 
the end of February. Entitled, “America First? 
– Teaching America in the 21st Century,” the 
program was primarily focused on pedagogy 
with each Rover leading two workshops. In 
addition, Randall Stephens ’11-’12 (pictured 
above right) and Fulbright Intercountry Lecturer 
Jody Polleck (Netherlands, pictured above left 
bottom picture) gave keynote presentations. 
Approximately 40 teachers participated in the 
seminar which was, in part, designed to in-
crease the benefits of the Rover program for 
the Oslo area in the wake of extensive Rover 
travel to other parts of the country.

Prison Workshops

The Roving Scholar program affords each 
Rover the opportunity to explore Norwegian 
education in an area of his/her interest. Past 
interests have included rural education, voca-

tional training programs, and performing arts 
in the schools. With experience holding work-
shops at prisons and youth detention centers in 
the U.S., Rebekah Buchanan arranged visits at 
six prison schools. In addition, she was invited 
to present on authentic writing projects at the 
Oppikrim-- Opplæring innafor kriminalomsorga 
- national prison teacher’s conference.

Lunch with Students

Rover visits often extend beyond the class-
room, usually through time spent with the 
teachers, and occasionally with students in 
after school community activity. As he start-
ed visiting schools, Grant Flatgard found that 
eating lunch with students was a good way to 
supplement limited class time. It allowed eager 
students to ask more questions about what-
ever interested them and gave him a chance 
to learn more about teen life in Norway. In 
December, he added the following text to his 
list of student workshops, “During school visits 
Grant has made himself available at lunch to 
sit with students in a more informal setting for 
questions and further discussion on American 
topics. This can be broached during the visit, 
and is usually based on student interest.”
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ROVING SCHOLAR ALUMNI ACTIVITY

Donna L. Pasternak ’05-’06 and fellow co-au-
thors of Secondary English Teacher Education 
in the United States received the Richard A. 
Meade award for their publication at the Nation-
al Council of Teachers of English conference in 
November. The Meade award recognizes “…
published research-based work that promotes 
English language arts teacher development 
at any educational level and in any scope and 
setting.”

In December Lynn Janik ’16-’17 was invited 
to give a presentation on what she had learned 
about the Norwegian education system at an 
all-district teacher staff institute in Riverside, 
Illinois.

Colin Irvine ’11-’12 visited St. Paul Gymnas 
in Bergen in January to sign a cooperative 
agreement on behalf of Augustana University 
in Sioux Falls, SD and to hold a presentation for 
St. Paul students and parents about what the 
agreement entails (pictured above). Starting in 
2020, every year a group of third year St. Paul 
students in the college preparatory track will 
spend three weeks at Augustana in January. 
They will take a specially designed course on 
the literature and culture of the upper Midwest 
which will give them U.S. college credit and a 
taste of campus life.

From February 9-17, David Virtue ’11-’12 and 
colleagues at Auburn University again hosted 
a study tour for a group of 10 teachers from 
Akershus County. The tour was focused on 
Civil Rights history in Alabama and included 
professional development activities on campus. 
This is the 5th time Virtue has organized a pro-
gram for Norwegian teachers and builds upon 
the legacy of Jennifer Wilson ’08-’09 who ar-
ranged two study tours for Norwegian teachers 
following her Fulbright year. 

Lee Ann Potter ’09-’10 and her time in Norway 
as a Roving Scholar were profiled in the Sep-
tember 7, 2018 issue of The Norwegian Amer-
ican. In April, she presented to a Lions Club 
meeting on what she learned from her Norwe-
gian experiences and subsequent research at 
the Library of Congress.

The 2017-18 Roving Scholars, Rachel Cohen, 
Ruth Fairbanks, and Brianne Jaquette pre-
sented papers in their session, “Been There, 
Done That: Place-Based Studies and American 
Dreams,” at the Nordic Association of Ameri-
can Studies conference held in Bergen.

At a session on “Field Trips and Fulbrights” 
hosted by Indiana State University, Ruth Fair-
banks ’17-’18 presented on teaching in a 
foreign country and how to get started on an 
application.
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GRANT’S WORKSHOPS FOR UNGDOMSSKOLE  
BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL PRESENTATIONS - 371       TOTAL TEACHING DAYS - 130
The Wonder Years – A day in the 
the life of a New York City  
teenager

Extra! Extra! This is fake news! 
– Web literacy and consuming 
media critically

Civil Rights and Liberties – Why 
are we still fighting for freedom? 

“Give me your tired your poor 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free” 

American Democracy? Not  
exactly…

T: Engaging Student in  
Meaningful Learning

American Indians

T: Culturally Responsive Teaching

Environmental Issues

American Thanksgiving

T: Fake News - Teacher Session 

Religion in the Classroom

T: Building a Collaborative Class-
room In a Global World

T: The Power of Growth Mindset

182
83

82
46

34
23

27
18

13
10

9
9

7
4

5
5

4
4

4
2

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

TOTAL TIMES 
PRESENTED
TOTAL DAYS 
PRESENTED
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GRANT’S WORKSHOPS FOR UNGDOMSSKOLE STU-
DENTS

Extra! Extra! This is fake news! – Web literacy, and 
consuming media critically 
In a “post-truth” world in which leaders assert “alterna-
tive facts” and denounce the mainstream media as “fake 
news,” and misinformation spreads across the internet 
like wildfire, students are justifiably finding it more difficult 
to distinguish fact from fiction. To ensure that students 
are prepared for life as informed and engaged citizens, 
it is essential that they learn to navigate and responsibly 
utilize this unprecedented wealth of knowledge they have 
at their fingertips. In this workshop students will assess 
their own web literacy skills, look at the effects of being 
misinformed, and learn how to effectively utilize the inter-
net to verify sources and information and become critical 
consumers of media.

The Wonder Years – A day in the life of a New York 
City teenager 
Gotham, The Big Apple, Melting Pot, Empire City. New 
York City is known by many names around the globe, but 
for 8.5 million people it is known as home. What does 
home mean to teenagers who grow up in The City That 
Never Sleeps? In this workshop students will spend a day 
in the shoes of a New York City teenager, exploring what 
their day-to-day looks like. From school, culture, fashion, 
and hobbies to the responsibilities and support provided 
at home, Norwegian teenagers will get a unique opportu-
nity to contrast their lives with those of teenagers growing 
up in the United States’ most densely populated concrete 
jungle. When possible this workshop will use Skype to 
interact with a classroom of New York City teenagers.

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free” – History of immigration in 
America 
America was built on immigrants’ backs. From the trans-
continental railroad, to the NYC subway system, without 
immigrants, America would not have become the vast, 
unique, interconnected nation it is today. This workshop 
will explore immigration history, policy and societal atti-
tudes in the U.S. As students explore these topics they 
will compare and contrast what is happening in the United 
States to contemporary discussions around immigration 
in Europe and Norway.

American Democracy? Not exactly… 
Americans pride themselves on promulgating the idea of 
democracy around the world… But what does the United 
States’ representative democracy really look like – and 
how democratic is it? In this workshop students and 
teachers will discuss and deepen their understanding 
of the history and development of the American federal 
government and political systems, federalism and the role 
of the states, how Americans view and understand their 
democracy, and the meaning of voting.

Civil Rights and Liberties – Why are we still fighting 
for freedom?  
Since the formation of the United States, many groups of 
people have been denied the rights, liberties, and protec-
tions that have always been guaranteed to land-owning, 
Christian, white men. In this workshop students will use 
images, literature, music, and other cultural media sourc-
es to explore and investigate major turning points and 
events in the ongoing battle for freedom. Students will 
have the opportunity to see the lasting successes and 
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failures of civil rights movements in the United States, 
and examine what minorities’ seat at the table – and rela-
tionship with their American identity – looks like today.

What Do You Want to Know? 
Do your students have questions about the United 
States? Are there things they want to know? For this in-
teractive workshop you will submit questions from your 
students prior to my visit. I will create a workshop based 
on the questions you submit. This works best with groups 
who are willing to ask questions and actively interact, and 
we will leave time for follow-up discussion in order to fully 
respond to their questions.

GRANT’S WORKSHOPS FOR UNGDOMSSKOLE 
TEACHERS AND TEACHERS-IN-TRAINING

Building a Collaborative Classroom, In a Global 
World 
As more people are able to connect around the globe, 
and our world continues to become more interconnect-
ed, how will students learn to collaborate with people 
from diverse backgrounds? In this workshop teachers 
will discuss changing demographics in the workforce 
and how to foster a classroom environment where stu-
dents learn to collaborate with others who come from 
different backgrounds and cultures, and have different 
ideas.

The Power of Growth Mindset 
We have all heard someone say, “I’m bad at math,” or, 
“I’m not a math person.” These two phrases often create 
a mental roadblock for students, impeding their ability 
to be successful in the classroom. Individuals who have 
a fixed mindset often hold themselves back from their 
full potential. In this workshop, teachers will develop an 

understanding of growth vs. fixed mindset, and examine 
these two mindsets’ implications for student learning. 
Lastly, we will explore ways teachers can foster an en-
vironment that encourages a growth mindset among 
students.

Culturally Responsive Teaching 
As the makeup of classrooms changes to reflect more 
diversity, how does the material taught impact our stu-
dents’ ability to learn and achieve? It can be difficult for 
students to connect or engage with content that doesn’t 
represent aspects of their identity. In this workshop, par-
ticipants will learn how to become culturally responsive 
teachers by reflecting on their own practices and curric-
ulum and infusing them with more responsive elements.

Implicit and Explicit Bias: Knowing yourself 
Teachers make thousands of decisions every day, but 
what informs those decisions? When we address stu-
dent misbehavior or even when we encourage students 
to challenge themselves academically, our decisions 
are based on implicit bias. In this workshop teachers 
will distinguish between implicit and explicit bias, begin 
to develop an understanding of their own implicit bias, 
and discuss how bias can impact student growth and 
achievement in and out of the classroom.

Engaging Students in Meaningful Learning 
As standardized test scores become more prominent 
as a measure of student understanding, and qualitative 
measures fade to the background, how can educators 
continue to meaningfully engage students and create 
lifelong learners? In this workshop educators will explore 
a variety of approaches and techniques that will keep 
students engaged in discussion and motivate them to do 
their best work.
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REBEKAH’S WORKSHOPS FOR VIDEREGÅENDE 
SKOLE BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL PRESENTATIONS - 317       TOTAL TEACHING DAYS - 138

DACA and DREAMers: Fighting 
Against a Wall

Athletes as Activists

The American Teenager: Begin-
nings and Portrayals in Literature 
and Film

Writing Complex Texts

American Music

Youth and the Civil Rights Move-
ment: From Emmett Till and The 
Birmingham Children’s...

Black Lives Matter

Prison System

T: Teaching Critical Media Liter-
acy

Who Tells Your Story? Point of 
View and Narrative

Special Topic Request

T: Using Presidential Election Ad 
Campaigns to Teach Propaganda

T: Authentic Writing Projects

Hamilton versus Jefferson: 
Cabinet Battle #1 and the U.S. 
National Bank

T: Young Adult Literature

Alexander Hamilton: Writing Your 
Way into History

T: Resources for Teaching the 
Civil Rights Movement

TOTAL TIMES 
PRESENTED
TOTAL DAYS 
PRESENTED

56
44

48
37

41
35

29
25

28
26

25
17

21
15

19
19

16
16

9
8

8
7

6
6

5
5

2

2

1

1

2

2

1

1
14



REBEKAH’S WORKSHOPS FOR VIDEREGÅENDE  
STUDENTS

Youth and the Civil Rights Movement: From Emmett 
Till and The Birmingham Children’s Crusade to Mod-
ern Popular Representations 
The role of youth in the Civil Rights Movement was in-
valuable to its success and the start of activist groups 
and organizations that still thrive in America today. This 
workshop examines the stories of the youth activists, how 
they came to the movement, and the role they played in 
fighting for social justice. Starting with Emmett Till and 
The Children’s Crusade and moving toward modern 
representation of youth’s involvement in the Civil Rights 
Movement in young adult literature, television, and film, 
we will examine the American Civil Rights Movement’s 
impact on youth.

The American Teenager: Beginnings and Portrayals 
in Literature and Film 
The concept of the American teenager is less than 
100 years old. It was not until the rise of high school 
attendance in the 1950s that a culture of the American 
teenager began to take shape. Teenagers started to 
participate in extracurricular groups and activities as a 
way to occupy time previously spent in the workplace. 
With the advent of teenage culture, American business 
and media began to sell and create images of American 
teenagers. This workshop addresses the historical roots 
of the American teenager and explores the evolution of 
teenage culture in popular culture, literature, and film.

Athletes as Activists 
The recent #TakeAKnee protests by National Football 
League players across the United States caused con-
troversy and questions about the role of athletes. There 
has been a growing controversy in public media about 
whether or not athletes should use their public platform 
for activism. Yet, athletes as activists is not a new phe-
nomenon. This workshop explores ways in which Amer-
ican athletes have made political statements on and off 
the field. We will examine athletes such as Jackie Rob-
inson, Althea Gibson, Muhammad Ali, Wilma Rudolph, 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, Etan Thomas, Bill Rus-
sell, and Colin Kaepernick and their activist stories.

American Music  
Rock-n-roll and jazz are two music genres that originated 
and evolved in the United States. Jazz emerged out of 
New Orleans, Louisiana in the early 1900s and rock’s 
roots are found in the 1940s and 1950s African Ameri-
can music of jazz, blues, rhythm and blues, gospel, and 
country. This workshop explores the history and begin-
nings of jazz and rock-n-roll and how they evolved over 
the past 100 years. We will discuss some better-known 
artists as well as those who are often forgotten to see the 
connection between the origins of jazz, rock, and more 
modern music genres.

DACA and DREAMers: Fighting Against a Wall 
The 2016 United States Presidential Election heightened 
the long-standing immigration debate in the United 
States. This workshop focuses on the DREAM Act (De-
velopment Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act) 
and DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals). We 
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will discuss the background of each and how the recent 
political climate in the United States has impacted the 
undocumented youth. We will look at examples of how 
DREAMers have fought for the DREAM Act and formed 
organizations such as United We Dream to protect immi-
grants and fight for rights and against discrimination of 
undocumented youth.

Hamilton versus Jefferson: Cabinet Battle #1 and the 
U.S. National Bank 
Through a close reading of Cabinet Battle #1 from Act II 
of the musical, students in this workshop will learn more 
about the differences between the Democratic-Republi-
cans (Thomas Jefferson) and the Federalists (Alexander 
Hamilton).

Who Tells Your Story? Point of View and Narrative 
Using songs such as Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells 
Your Story, Alexander Hamilton, and My Shot, this work-
shop will explore the ways in which different individuals 
view events in extremely different ways. How do we view 
our lives and experiences differently? How does that 
change how we talk about history?

Thinking Like a Writer: Approaching the Writing of 
Complex Texts 
Students often struggle with how to approach writing 
assignments and writing tests. This workshop focuses 
on engaging students with thinking about what it means 
to be a writer and how to approach the task of writing 
longer, more complex texts. We examine what it means 
to be a writer, think analytically like a writer, and develop 
positive writing habits. We also look at what it means to 
position yourself as an academic writer, the common 

features of an academic argument, and how to organize 
an argument and go about writing academic texts. (Note: 
This workshop can be adapted for different academic 
levels and writing abilities. Please note that it works best 
with students who are at a similar academic level. I will 
adjust the presentation based on academic ability and 
level.)

#BlackLivesMatter Movement and History 
This workshop explores the start of the #BlackLivesMat-
ter Movement and its impact on U.S. culture and politics. 
We will look at some of the present day and historical 
reasons for the BLM movement, laws and institutions 
in place that impact the BLM movement in the United 
States, and counter movements and critiques of BLM. 
(This workshop can also be paired with a discussion 
of the book, The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. If you 
would like this to be a part of the workshop, please note 
this when requesting it.)

The United States Prison System 
This workshop examines the prison system in the United 
States, how it is structured, its demographics, and im-
pact. The workshop allows for discussion of both state 
and federal laws, mass incarceration in the U.S., the 
death penalty, and other elements of the prison system 
in the United States. We will also read writing from pris-
oners in the United States to get an idea of what prison 
life is like. (This workshop is primarily geared for visiting 
prison schools but can also be adapted for all audienc-
es.)

What Do You Want to Know? 
Do your students have questions about the United 
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States? Are there things they want to know? This is an 
interactive workshop. You will submit questions from your 
students prior to the workshop. I will create a workshop 
based on the questions you submit. This works best with 
groups who are willing to ask questions and actively in-
teract. There will be time for follow-up questions as well 
in order to fully respond to their inquiries.

REBEKAH’S WORKSHOPS FOR VIDEREGÅENDE  
TEACHERS AND TEACHERS-IN-TRAINING

Authentic Writing Projects 
Engaging students in writing projects that encourage 
them as writers and researchers can sometimes be dif-
ficult. Creating writing assignments that are authentic is 
a way to get students to complete meaningful writing. 
Usually this involves moving beyond traditional writing 
assignments and creating others where students are 
choosing their own topics based on their interests and 
experiences. Authentic writing assignments enable stu-
dents to find their voice and think of purpose and audi-
ence beyond the classroom. This workshop will focus on 
a number of different writing assignments that could be 
used in various disciplines.

Resources for Teaching the Civil Rights Movement 
The focus of this workshop is to use some of the topics 
and themes I address in my Civil Rights and Athletes as 
Activists workshops as a way to provide teachers with 
documents and resources on teaching the Civil Rights 
Movement (CRM). Depending on the interests of par-
ticipants, this workshop can focus on athletes, youth, 
or women’s roles in the CRM. We will look at modern 
connections and popular culture resources such as film, 

television shows, and novels that can be used to engage 
students in the history of the CRM and its impact on 
present-day movements such as #BlackLivesMatter.

Teaching Critical Media Literacy 
Teaching media literacy—the ability of individuals to 
critically understand techniques and impacts of media 
messages—can often be a daunting task. This workshop 
will examine different ways to use social media and 
web-based texts to encourage students to question and 
evaluate their media culture. We will discuss techniques 
such as keeping media journals and having students 
examine their media choices in order to be more familiar 
with their media consumption. We will focus on how me-
dia literacy helps with students’ growth and social devel-
opment, and on ways to make connections to popular 
culture and contemporary issues.

Using Presidential Election Ad Campaigns to Teach 
Propaganda  
In teaching in media-rich classrooms, it is important to 
make students aware of how media and information is 
manipulated in order to convince them to make specific 
choices. Teaching youth how to make informed media 
choices and examine media critically is the focus of this 
workshop. We will focus on different propaganda tech-
niques and rhetoric used by media as a way to “sell” 
presidential campaigns. This workshop will examine 
propaganda techniques in print ads and commercials 
from various presidential campaigns which can be used 
to teach persuasion and analyze media in more informed 
and critical ways.
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JOELLE’S WORKSHOPS FOR VIDEREGÅENDE SKOLE 
BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL PRESENTATIONS - 331       TOTAL TEACHING DAYS - 141

Decoding Propaganda

Legacy of Jim Crow

The American Flag in Art and 
Protest

Special topic:

Analyzing the Rhetorical Devices 
and Allusions in King’s “Letter...

The Politics of Monuments and 
Memorials

American Poetry

Revising for Coherence

American Short Stories

American Abstract Expressionism

Expressing Identity

T: Writing Sequences

T: Civil Rights: More than Buses 
and Water Fountains

T: Analyzing Propaganda and Its 
Techniques

Special Request:  The Midterm 
Elections

T: Teaching 20th Century 
American Short Stories

T: Teaching 20th Century 
American Poetry

T: Special Request

“This I believe.”

18

77
59

62
41

53
35

19
14

17
16

17
15
15

15
15

14
11

8
8

7
5

6

6

4

3

3

2

2

1

6

6

4

3

3

2

2

1
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JOELLE’S WORKSHOPS FOR VIDEREGÅENDE STU-
DENTS

Decoding Propaganda 
I explain the principles of propaganda, and then we 
examine some examples of propaganda together so 
students can see the techniques. If there’s time, students 
will create their own propaganda, either in poster form or 
on a piece of paper. This is an activity that all students, 
no matter what their level of English, can participate in. 
No prior preparation necessary.

Expressing Identity 
Students will read poetry about creating identity (Sandra 
Cisneros’ “My Name,” Nikki Giovanni’s “Ego Tripping,” 
or Sherman Alexie’s “How to Write the Great American 
Indian Novel”). Then students will write their own identity 
poem.

“This I believe.” 
Students discuss and examine statements of belief in 
large and small groups. Then, they outline their own be-
liefs and share them with small groups. No prior prepara-
tion necessary.

Writing for Coherence 
One of the goals for International English and for the lit-
erature class is to write for coherence. I have a variety of 
exercises that students will work with to practice adding 
coherence to their writing. This works best if students 
have already written a text that they can revise, but we 
can do the workshop without prior preparation.

The Legacy of Jim Crow 
“Jim Crow” laws were the groups of local, state, and fed-
eral laws that perpetuated segregation.  The legacy of 
Jim Crow lives on.  Students will examine racist images 
so that they can understand their implications.  No prior 
preparation necessary.

The Politics of Monuments and Memorials 
In this workshop, students will examine a variety of 20th 
and 21st century American monuments and memorials. 
Then we will have a discussion based on some of the 
following questions. 1) For whom are memorials built? 
Survivors? Victims? Families of victims? Fallen soldiers? 
Friends of the soldiers? Who should decide? 2) How im-
portant are memorials for a country? They usually cost a 
lot of money. Are they worth it? Who decides? Are struc-
tural monuments the best memorials, or is something 
more dynamic (like a library, hospital, charitable founda-
tion, etc.) 3) Do memorials actually facilitate the healing 
process for victims, families of victims, the region, or 
nation? If so, how? Why? Finally, I will have students con-
sider some Norwegian memorials and analyze them with 
the same questions. No prior preparation necessary.

Analyzing the Rhetorical Devices and Allusions in 
King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 
Students will receive background information on the 
American Civil Rights Movement. Then, they will work 
in small groups to analyze King’s essay. While students 
could analyze small sections in class with little to no prior 
preparation, class would be more meaningful if students 
can read this lengthy essay ahead of time. Works best 
for advanced students.

19



20

The American Flag in Art and Protest 
During the past two years, some players from the Nation-
al Football League have knelt during the playing of the 
U.S. national anthem in protest of police brutality against 
black people. Many see these actions as disrespecting 
the flag and the country. However, protesting with the 
American flag has a long history. We will examine some 
of these protests and also consider how the American 
flag has been used in American art. No prior preparation 
needed.

American Abstract Expressionism 
After World War II American artists became artistic inno-
vators in ways they never had been previously. Yet much 
of this post-World War II art confuses people or makes 
them feel uncomfortable. We will examine a variety of 
American artists, consider how and why they are innova-
tive, and help students better understand those innova-
tions. No prior preparation needed.

The American Sonnet (Claude McKay, Edna St. Vin-
cent Millay, Robert Frost, Gwendolyn Brooks, Coun-
tee Cullen) 
Related to the teacher workshop. After a discussion of 
the importance of sonnets, students will read and exam-
ine one or more sonnets (as time permits). Prior reading 
would be helpful but is not necessary.

American Short Stories 
I will lead a discussion of one or more stories from 
the provided anthology. A few of the stories are short 
enough to read during class time, but most will require 
prior preparation. (Description accompanied by a list of 
19 short stories for teachers to choose from with writing 
from the 19th century to the present, including writers as 

dissimilar as Kate Chopin, William Faulkner, Jumpa Lahi-
ri, Langston Hughes, Wallace Stegner and Alice Walker. 
The selection reflected the prodigious ethnic, cultural 
and socio-economic diversity of the American literary 
canon.)

American Poetry 
I will lead a discussion of 3-4 poems from the provided 
anthology.  Most of the poems are short enough to read 
during class time, although students could read them 
ahead of time.  (Description accompanied by a list of po-
ems by 24 different authors for teachers to choose from. 
The selection included some of the best known American 
poems and represented a broad range of styles, from 
the more conventional rhymed poetry of Edna St. Vincent 
Millay to the modernism of Wallace Stevens and the radi-
cal experimentation of ee cummings.)

JOELLE’S WORKSHOPS FOR VIDEREGÅENDE 
TEACHERS AND TEACHERS-IN-TRAINING

The Harlem Renaissance 
This workshop will give teachers background and con-
textual information on this important artistic and literary 
movement. Teachers will receive examples of literature 
and visual art as well as a handout on black dialect. The 
workshop will also provide a short background reading 
which helps clarify the movement’s various historical and 
economic roots, the tensions between artists about what 
type of literature best represented African American cul-
ture, the disagreements between the various participants 
about who should lead the Renaissance, and the influen-
tial legacy of the Harlem Renaissance.
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Writing Sequences 
This workshop will help teachers develop writing se-
quences, especially for research papers and literary 
analysis. That is, they will work on designing a variety 
of pre-writing and writing activities to help improve stu-
dent essays. First we will examine a variety of pre-made 
sequences, then practice creating some, and finally the 
students will work on their own.

Analyzing Propaganda and Its Techniques 
Advertising sells products and propaganda sells ideas. 
To sell their ideas, propagandists use a variety of tech-
niques including logical fallacies, stereotypes, simplifi-
cation, slogans, and attractive design. In this workshop, 
teachers will receive a short reading that provides expla-
nation and discussion of these techniques. We will exam-
ine American World War I and World War II propaganda 
posters and help teachers prepare to create lessons in 
which students examine contemporary propaganda.

Civil Rights: More than Buses and Water Fountains 
The Civil Rights Movement in the United States is fre-
quently oversimplified so that discussion focuses on 
separate water fountains and seats on public buses. 
However, Jim Crow laws were much more insidious. This 
presentation will focus on some of the more problemat-
ic aspects of Jim Crow, including lynching, the convict 
lease system, and voter suppression. Discussion can 
continue with an analysis of various texts of protest, like 
King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and Billie Holiday’s 
“Strange Fruit.”

Reading and Writing Personal Narratives 
A traditional college assignment is the personal nar-
rative. Yet students have trouble producing personal 

narratives that are focused and meaningful. In this work-
shop, teachers can read one or more classic American 
personal essays that are considered important examples 
of creative non-fiction. These include Gloria Alzaldúa’s 
“How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” Alice Walker’s “In Search 
of Our Mothers’ Gardens” and Maxine Hong Kingston’s 
“No Name Woman.” We will then discuss how to use 
these readings to help students focus their own personal 
essays.

The Sonnet in American Literature and Culture 
Starting in the 1590s, the sonnet became an influential 
form of English literature. Since then, sonnets have been 
a prestigious literary form. However, by the 20th century, 
sonnets seemed old fashioned. Yet quite a few poets still 
used them, including Frost, Millay, McKay, and Brooks. 
In this workshop, we’ll examine why these poets used the 
sonnets and how they innovated with this very old, tradi-
tional form.

Teaching 20th Century American Short Stories 
This workshop features an anthology of short stories, 
ready for classroom use, complete with discussion ques-
tions and quiz questions. We can discuss one or more 
of these stories (same list of stories as the student work-
shop).

Teaching 20th Century American Poetry 
This workshop features an anthology of American poetry 
stories, ready for classroom use, complete with discus-
sion questions and quiz questions. We can discuss one 
or more of these stories (same list of stories as the stu-
dent workshop).
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ALL SCHOOLS VISITED BY ROVERS IN 2018-19
Alstad ungdomsskole, Bodø.
Alta VGS, Alta.
Amalie Skram VGS, Bergen.
Andøy VGS, Andenes.
Askøy VGS, Kleppestø.
Atlanten ungdomsskole, Kristiansund N.
Aure barne- og ungdomsskole, Aure.
Austbø skole, Hundvåg.
Aust-Lofoten VGS, Svolvær.
Bardufoss Høgtun VGS, Bardufoss.
Bergeland VGS, Stavanger.
Bergen katedralskole VGS, Bergen.
Bjertnes VGS, Nittedal.
Blindern VGS, Oslo.
Bodin VGS, Bodø.
Bodø VGS, Bodø.
Borgund VGS, Ålesund.
Brandsfjord barne- og ungdomsskole, Brandsfjord.
Breilia skole, Hammerfest.
Bryne VGS, Bryne.
Charlottenlund ungdomsskole, Jakobsli.
Charlottenlund VGS, Jakobsli.
Dokka VGS, Dokka.
Dovre ungdomsskole, Dombås.
Drammen VGS, Drammen.

Edvard Munch VGS, Oslo .
Elverum VGS, Elverum.
Fagerlia VGS, Ålesund.
Fauske VGS, Fauske.
Fjordtun skole, Rypefjord.
Flora VGS, Florø.
Foss VGS, Oslo.
Framnes Kristne VGS, Norheimsund.
Fremmedspråksenteret, Halden.
Fyrstikkalleen VGS, Oslo.
Gausdal ungdomsskole, Vestre Gausdal.
Gjøvik VGS, Gjøvik.
Greveskogen VGS, Tønsberg.
Grong barne- og ungdomsskole, Grong.
Hadeland VGS, Gran.
Hagebyen skole, Harstad.
Hakadal ungdomsskole, Hakadal.
Halden VGS, Halden.
Hamar katedralskole VGS, Hamar.
Hammer skole, Lørenskog.
Hammerfest VGS, Hammerfest.
Harstad skole, Harstad.
Harstad voksenopplaering, Harstad.
Haugenstua skole, Oslo.
Heidal skule, Heidal.

25



Hellerasten skole, Tårnåsen.
Hemne VGS, Kyrksæterøra.
Hisøy skole, His.
Honningsvåg skole, Honningsvåg.
Horten VGS, Horten.
Humanistskolen, Oslo.
Hyen skule og barnehage, Hyen.
Høgskolen i Østfold, Halden.
Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences, 
Lillehammer.
Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences, 
Hamar.
Jessheim vgs, Jessheim.
Jåttå VGS, Stavanger.
Kannik skole, Stavanger.
Kila skole, Harstad.
Kirkenes VGS, Hesseng.
Knapstad barne- og ungdomsskole, Knapstad.
Kongsbakken VGS, Tromsø.
Kongsberg VGS, Kongsberg.
Kopervik VGS, Kopervik.
Kristiansand katedralskole VGS, Kristiansand.
Kristiansund VGS, Kristiansund.
Kruseløkka ungdomsskole, Sarpsborg.
Kuben VGS, Oslo.
Kvaløya VGS, Kvaløya.
Langhaugen VGS, Bergen.
Levanger VGS, Levanger.
Lillehammer VGS, Lillehammer.
Lillestrøm VGS, Lillestrøm.
Lyngmyr skole, Tvedestrand.
Løten ungdomsskole, Løten.
Mailand VGS, Lørenskog.
Melsom VGS, Melsomvik.
Molde VGS, Molde.
Mosjøen VGS, Mosjøen.
Mysen VGS, Mysen.
Møvig skole, Kristiansand.
Nadderud VGS, Bekkestua.

Nannestad VGS, Nannestad.
Narvik VGS, Narvik.
Nord-Gudbrandsdal avd Dombås, Dombås .
Nord-Gudbrandsdal VGS, Otta.
Nord-Gudbrandsdal VGS avd Lom, Lom.
Nordkapp Maritime Fagskole og VGS, Hon-
ningsvåg.
Nordkjosbotn skole, Nordkjosbotn.
Nordlandet ungdomsskole, Kristiansund.
Nord-Østerdal VGS, Tynset.
NTNU, Trondheim.
Nærøy ungdomsskole, Kolvereid.
Nøtterøy VGS, Nøtterøy.
Odda VGS, Odda.
Olav Duun VGS, Namsos.
Ole Vig VGS, Stjørdal.
Oppsal skole, Oslo.
Orkdal VGS, Orkanger.
Oslo Handelsgymnasium, Oslo.
Oslo katedralskole VGS, Oslo.
Oslo voksenopplæring skollerud, Oslo.
Porsgrunn VGS, Porsgrunn.
Presterød ungdomsskole, Tolvsrød.
Ramstad skole, Høvik.
Rauma VGS, Åndalsnes.
Ringerike VGS, Hønefoss.
Ringsaker VGS, Brumunddal.
Ris ungdomsskole, Oslo.
Rissa VGS, Rissa.
Risum ungdomsskole, Halden.
Rothaugen skole, Bergen.
Rud VGS, Rud.
Rørvik skole, Rørvik.
Råde ungdomsskole, Råde.
Samisk VGS - Kautokeino, Kautokeino.
Sandefjord VGS, Sandefjord.
Sandnes VGS, Sandnes.
Sandnessjøen VGS, Sandnessjøen.
Sandsli VGS, Sandsli.
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Sauda VGS, Sauda.
Seljestad Barneskole, Harstad.
Seljestad ungdomsskole, Harstad.
Seter skole, Seter.
Sirdal VGS, Tonstad.
Ski VGS, Ski.
Skogmo VGS, Skien.
Snåsa Montessori, Snåsa.
Sogndal VGS, Sogndal.
Sola VGS, Sola.
Spjelkavik ungdomsskole, Ålesund.
St Franciskus skole, Arendal.
St Hallvard VGS, Lier.
St Olav VGS, Stavanger.
St. Olav Vidergående Skole, Stavanger.
St. Svithun skole, Stavanger.
Stangnes skole 8-13, Harstad.
Stavanger katedralskole VGS, Stavanger.
Stavanger Offshore Tekniske skole VGS, Stavanger.
Strand barne- og ungdomsskole, Steinsdalen.
Stridsklev ungdomsskole, Porsgrunn.
Sør-Roan, Roan.
Tangen VGS, Kristiansand.
Testmann Minne skole, Leksvik.
Thor Heyerdahl VGS, Larvik.
Tolga skole, Tolga.
Tromsdalen VGS, Tomasjord.
Tromstun skole, Tomasjord.
Trondheim katedralskole VGS, Trondheim.
Trysil VGS, Trysil.
Tynset ungdomsskole, Tynset.
Ulsrud VGS, Oslo.
Vadsø VGS, Vadsø.
Vardafjell VGS, Haugesund.
Vardø VGS, Vardø.
Vennesla VGS, Vennesla.
Verdal VGS, Verdal.
Vest-Lofoten VGS, Leknes.
Vigrestad Storskule, Vigrestad.

Vågå ungdomsskule, Vågå.
Wang VGS, Oslo.
Ytre Namdal VGS, Rørvik.
Ytrebygda skole, Blomsterdalen.
Ålesund VGS, Ålesund.
Årdal VGS, Øvre Årdal.
Årstad VGS, Bergen.
Ås ungdomsskole, Ås.
Ås VGS, Ås.
Åsane VGS, Nyborg.
Åsly skole, Rissa.
Åsnes ungdomsskole, Flisa.
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