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VILDE ROLAND ARNTZEN (COMPUTER SCIENCE)

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Arntzen will continue work on her master’s degree in computer
science with a specialization in databases and search. She will take
courses in the field of artificial intelligence and big data to get a
broader understanding of how to apply programming techniques
to real world problems.

KRISTOFFER BERG (ECONOMICS)
University of Oslo – UC Berkeley
Berg is working to identify the equity principles underlying
different tax policies. His work combines theoretical and empirical
analysis to expand the normative principles considered in
economics.

SEBASTIAN JOHANSEN CONTE (POLITICAL SCIENCE)
University of Oslo - Yale University
Conte will be working on a study comparing philosophers’ and
non-philosophers’ ability to produce both my-side and other-side
arguments about moral dilemmas. The study aims to examine
whether philosophers’ argument production is less biased than
non-philosophers’ and examine different factors that may explain
such a difference (if such a difference is discovered).

AURORA DRIVEKLEPP (PHYSICS)
University of Tromsø - University of Hawaii
Driveklepp will specialize in stellar astrophysics and galactic and
extragalactic astrophysics. Increased knowledge of astrophysics
will give her a better understanding of the universe and hence
how physical interactions in the universe affect the near earth
environment. This will be useful for her ongoing master’s studies
of space physics.
EINAR EFTESTØL (PHYSIOLOGY)

University of Oslo - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical
Center
Eftestøl will work on delineating the role of myonuclei, the
cell structure housing the recipe for building muscle, in muscle
plasticity. This is in line with his basic research quest of finding the
pathways of muscle growth and muscle loss through sickness and
health.

VEMUND FALCH (PHYSICS)

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Falch will continue work on his master’s degree in physics with
a specialization in quantum mechanics. His aim is to gain a solid
foundation for further studies in theoretical physics.

HAAVARD KATLE FJON (ENGINEERING)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Undecided
Fjon will continue his graduate studies in nanotechnology, working
on his specialization in nanoelectronics. His goal is to gain insights
and a strong foundation for future work and research, especially
on how low dimensional effects such as quantum mechanics can
be utilized to create improved electronic devices.

LARS AUGUST FODSTAD (LITERATURE)

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Fodstad will explore exchanges in late 19th century financial
and fictional writing. His assumption is that the credit economy
constituted both an important motif for fiction writers and new
premises for representation, imagination and mediation, which
influenced the development of Norwegian realist fiction and,
conversely, the mediation of value and financial writing.

NANNA ALIDA G. FREDHEIM (JOURNALISM)
Institute for Social Research - UC San Diego
Fredheim is investigating the impact of the media on the health
field. By means of a qualitative multimethod approach, she will
explore how various stakeholders relate to and use media in
order to influence health policies and priorities.

HENRIETTE WATHNE GELINK (BIOLOGY)
Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences - US Forest Service
Gelink will continue work on her PhD concerning grizzly bear
habitat management in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.
Grizzly bear habitat is in dramatic decline, which can draw
bears closer to human settlements. During her research stay in
Montana, Gelink will develop a management plan for grizzly bear
habitat in Yellowstone.

ADRIAN BØDTKER GHANSAH (ROBOTICS)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Undecided
Ghansah will work on his master’s degree in cybernetic and
robotic engineering, where he is specializing in robotics and
vehicle control. By taking robotics and advanced control system
courses, he will get a better understanding of how to design and
control robots and other vehicles.   

JAN GRUE (SOCIAL SCIENCES)
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley

Grue’s current research project concerns the biopolitics of
disability, that is, how the bodies of people with disabilities
become subject to control under different regimes. The aim
is to extend interdisciplinary collaboration and to gain more
knowledge about the preconditions for social justice.

BERNHARD PAUS GRÆSDAL (ROBOTICS)

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Undecided
Græsdal will work on his master’s degree in cybernetics and robotics,
and continue his specialization in autonomous systems.Through a
fundamental understanding of the underlying mathematical principles,
he seeks to gain insight into how one might combine and further
develop the fields of robotics, control theory, and artificial intelligence

FRODE GURIBYE (INFORMATION SCIENCES)
University of Bergen - UC Santa Cruz
Guribye will research the design of digital interventions for
mental health care. This involves exploring the potential of new
technologies and interactional modalities including pervasive
sensing, virtual reality, and interactive stories. His project also
focuses on how we can engage future users in participatory
design practices for mental health care.
THOMAS HELLAND (MEDICAL SCIENCES)
University of Bergen - University of Michigan
Helland will perform a meta-analysis to determine how genetics
influences the ability of breast cancer patients to metabolize the
drug tamoxifen. Patients with certain genetic polymorphisms may
not have full clinical benefit of tamoxifen. Understanding more
about these polymorphisms can help optimize breast cancer
treatment and thus improve survival.

MARIT HENRIKSEN (PSYCHOLOGY)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Yale University
Henriksen will work on her PhD concerning physical aggression
and adolescence. She will use data from a large longitudinal health
study to investigate the risk factors of using physical aggression,
what separates adolescents who stop using aggression from those
who continue, and how those who continue turn out as adults.
VEDAD HODŽIĆ (ASTRONOMY)

University of Birmingham - The University of Chicago
Hodžić will work on red dwarfs — the very smallest stars — to
derive a relation between their mass and radius from observational
data. All information we derive from exoplanets depends on
our theoretical understanding of the host stars which they orbit.
Observationally verifying that our models are correct will help us
study potentially habitable planets around cool stars.

NATHALIE HOLME (MEDICINE)

University of Oslo - University of North Texas
Holme will continue her pursuit of a PhD in human
cardiovascular physiology. During her stay, she will study cerebral
blood flow and oxygenation responses to blood loss, and
explore interventions to improve these responses. Her work will
contribute to understanding normal healthy physiology in order
to improve diagnostics and treatment of cardiovascular diseases.

HAAKON RABBEN HUSØY (POLITICAL SCIENCE)
Norwegian Military Academy - Columbia University

Husøy will pursue a two-year Master of International Affairs
degree, specializing in international security policy. His research
interests include political risk, cybersecurity and strategic
forecasting.

TORGEIR RHODÉN HVIDSTEN (BIOLOGY)

Norwegian University of Life Sciences - UC Davis
Hvidsten applies machine learning methods and large genomics
datasets to model how genes interact in regulatory networks
and how such networks give rise to properties characteristic to
individuals and species. He will work on the regulatory network
underlying wood formation in trees to better understand the
evolution of trees and what it means to be a tree.

MARTIN ARSTAD ISUNGSET (SOCIOLOGY)
University of Oslo - Stanford University
Isungset will continue his work on integrating social science and
genetics. Specifically, he will focus on questions regarding the
influence of nature and nurture on social inequality issues, such as
income disparities, class differences and occupational prestige.

KRISTIAN JENSEN (PHYSICS)
University of Bergen - University of Texas
Jensen will work on his PhD project in geophysics related to
improving an algorithm for modeling seismic images of the
subsurface. He will work with experts in the field on improving
modeled images of paleokarst systems (caves buried in the
subsurface) in order to better understand the seismic signatures of
this type of geology.
CHRISTIAN SVINGEN JOHNSEN (PHYSICS)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC San Diego
Johnsen will begin his specialization in theoretical physics at the
graduate level to get a foundation for future research in either
astroparticle physics or quantum condensed matter physics. He
will learn more about possible applications of particle physics and
gravity in technology and in expanding our basic knowledge of the
universe.
KASSI L. J. KLEPPER (PHYSICS)
University of Tromsø - University of Hawaii
Klepper will specialize in astronomy as part of her master’s
degree in space physics and take courses in the fields of gravity,
observational astronomy and stellar astrophysics. With this
specialization, she will investigate the possibility of combining
physical principles applicable to the distant universe with concepts
used in research of the near-Earth environment.
TORA KJÆRNES KNUTSEN (ECONOMICS)
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley

Knutsen will work on her doctoral thesis, including two projects;
one project concerns how the perception of cheating in the
income process affects redistribution preferences. The second
project deals with how education affects income mobility
differently in Norway and the U.S.

HERMAN ØIE KOLDEN (PHYSICS)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Undecided
Kolden will work on his master’s degree in physics and mathematics
and continue his specialization in applied physics. By attending both
theoretical and experimental courses, he will develop the skills he
needs to enable and develop climate-related technology.

LEIF EGIL LOE (BIOLOGY)

Norwegian University of Life Sciences - UC Berkeley
Loe will continue his work on quantifying animal vulnerability to
climate change using Svalbard reindeer as a case study. The aim
of his research stay is to analyze a decade-long time series of
biotelemetry data to assess physiological and behavioral resilience
mechanisms in a warmer Arctic.

MARIA LØVLAND (LITERATURE)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Loevland will research how Henrik Ibsen’s works responded to,
and participated in, the communication and mediation of science
discourses circulating in the second half of the 19th century. Ideas
about inheritance, metamorphosis and gender will be central to
the survey, as well as concepts of evolution of the extrasensory, and
ideas about eugenics.
STEHN AZTLAN MORTENSEN (LITERATURE)
University of Bergen - Harvard University

Mortensen will work on his dissertation in the field of
contemporary Russian literature. His project deals with
posthumanism and the poetics of intoxication in the works of
postmodernist writer Vladimir Sorokin.

OLE BJØRN E. PEDERSEN (ELECTRONICS)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Undecided
Pedersen will pursue a master’s degree in electronics and start
his specialization in photonics. By taking courses in quantum
mechanics and nanoelectronics he will get a better understanding
of the physics behind photonic devices.

TORILL RINGSØ (LINGUISTICS)

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - University of
New Mexico
Ringsø will work on her PhD in signed language linguistics. She
is investigating how deaf signers express visual perspectives in
naturalistic conversation in Norwegian Sign Language. Her project
will contribute to the general knowledge about this minority
language.

SIMON INDROEY RISANGER (ECONOMICS)
Norwegian University of Science and Technology Northwestern University
Risanger will investigate mathematical modeling techniques to
provide decision-support under uncertainty. In particular, he
plans to develop models that help to facilitate the integration of
variable renewable electricity production, such as solar and wind,
into the electricity mix.
TOMAS ROSALES (BUSINESS)
Copenhagen Business School - Harvard University
Rosales will pursue his MBA and focus on social and
environmental innovation. In addition to the general management
curriculum, he plans to take courses such as Creating Shared
Societal and Financial Value, the Economics of Climate Change
and Reimagining Capitalism. He is also planning to connect with
like-minded peers through student clubs.
MARIA SEIM (PHILOSOPHY)
University of Oslo - University of Arizona
Seim will be doing PhD project research in ethics and moral
responsibility. Working with experts in her field, she will work on an
account of what blame is, when it is morally appropriate to blame
someone, and who has the standing to blame.

LARS H. SMEDSRUD (ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES)
University of Bergen - UC San Diego
Smedsrud will work on variability of Atlantic water and its effect
on melting of the Greenland ice sheet. Focusing on the east
coast of Greenland and the Fram Strait, Smedsrud will mainly use
observations over the last century and simulations from global
climate models in his research.

AKSEL BRAANEN STERRI (PHILOSOPHY)
University of Oslo - Harvard University

Sterri will continue his ethical exploration of troublesome
trades, such as prostitution, surrogacy, and kidneys. He asks, more
specifically, whether the asymmetric power relations between
buyer and sellers can explain what makes these trades morally
problematic.

LINN MARI STORENGEN (VETERINARY MEDICINE)
Norwegian University of Life Sciences - University of Pennsylvania
Storengen will continue her research on the genetic architecture
of behavioral traits in working dogs. During her stay she will gain
skills in behavior assessment. Working dogs are dependent on a
number of specific behavioral traits to perform their work, and
knowledge about genetic variants for these traits could be a
valuable tool in breeding and training programs.
HÅVARD STRAND (POLITICAL SCIENCES)
University of Oslo - University of Maryland

Strand will investigate the relationship between the price of oil
and political stability in the period between 1960 and today. Of
particular interest is the effect of sudden, unexpected changes in
the price of oil. Theory predicts that such changes may undermine
the trust between rulers in certain undemocratic regimes.

MICHELLE SÆTERSMOEN (MEDICAL SCIENCES)

University of Oslo - Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Sætersmoen is pursuing a doctoral degree in the field of cancer
immunology. Her research focuses on deciphering the cellular and
molecular mechanisms governing the formation of natural killer
cell repertoires.

DAGFINN MØRKRID THØGERSEN (PSYCHOLOGY)
University of Southern Denmark - University of Oregon
Thøgersen will continue his research on treatment interventions
for adolescents with callous-unemotional traits and anti-social
behavior. He will gain experience in how to use brain research to
guide the development of interventions for children and youth
with multiple adverse risk factors in their lives.

ODA ELISABETH WIESE TVEDT (PHILOSOPHY)
Uppsala University - UC Berkeley
Tvedt will work on her doctoral thesis investigation of Plato’s
critique of democracy, asking what we might learn from the
ancients in the face of present challenges. Tvedt will develop her
research project by collaborating with, and learning from, some of
the world’s most prominent figures within her fields of classical
studies, ancient political theory and philosophy.
HILDE NESSE TYSSØY (PHYSICS)
University of Bergen - National Center for Atmospheric
Research & University of Colorado
Tyssøy will investigate the effects of energetic electrons from
space on the upper atmosphere. She will work on improving the
parameterization of the energetic electron precipitation to be
used in atmospheric models. This cross-disciplinary project will
draw on research from space physics and atmospheric sciences.
JANIKKE SOLSTAD VEDELER (SOCIOLOGY)
Norwegian Social Research - California State University East Bay
Vedeler will continue her current research on disability and hiring
processes by American and Norwegian employers. Greater
knowledge about employer perceptions and practices is relevant
for understanding how to improve work inclusion practices,
insight that is important for policy makers in order to level the
playing field for people with disabilities in employment.
LISE MARIE WOLLAN PORSANGER (EDUCATION)

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - University of
Hawaii
Porsanger is currently working on her PhD in Educational Sciences
and will examine teachers’ risk and safety management in physical
education. During her stay, Porsanger will conduct a comparative
study to gain a deeper understanding of the regulative systems in
which American and Norwegian physical educators operate.

HENRIK DAAE ZACHRISSON (PSYCHOLOGY)

University of Oslo - Boston College

Zachrisson will be studying how social inequality at neighborhood
and family levels causes disparities in children’s language
development and school achievement, and whether universal
early education can reduce this disparity.

KJERSTI MISJE ØSTBAKKEN (ECONOMICS)
Institute for Social Research - UC Berkeley
Østbakken will study how ongoing technological-, structural- and
institutional changes affect labor demand. She will describe recent
changes in skills- and health requirements and investigate how
automation, globalization and higher prevalence of non-standard
employment affect the inclusion of workers with disabilities, poor
health, or low skills.
GUDRUN ØSTBY (POLITICAL SCIENCE)
Peace Research Institute Oslo - University of Maryland
Østby will research how armed conflict and forced migration affect
education quality and inequalities. She will further analyze how aid
may alleviate or aggravate this impact.This is crucial for formulating
policies to improve education in crises settings.

RUNE ØYERHAMN (PHYSICS)
University of Bergen - Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Øyerhamn is pursuing a doctoral degree in the field of
underwater acoustics. His research focus is on utilizing broadband
echosounders on autonomous surface vehicles for fisheries
applications and ecosystem studies. He is especially interested in
real-time autonomous processing of echosounder data.
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