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LILLAN MARIE AGERUP
Imperial College London - Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Agerup studied electrical and electronic engineering for her 
undergraduate degree. After working as a software engineer 
for three years, she is now pursuing a Master of Business 
Administration. She is particularly interested in taking advantage 
of the finance courses offered at MIT Sloan and exploring the 
entrepreneurial labs at the university. 

MAREN MARIE SJAASTAD ANDREASSEN
Norwegian University of Science and Technology – UC San Diego

Andreassen will continue her research on Magnetic Resonance 
(MR) imaging in breast cancer, with the aim of investigating a new 
MR modality for improved treatment response evaluation in high 
risk breast cancer patients. During her stay, she will gain skills in 
advanced imaging techniques and analysis. 

KINE JOSEFINE AURLAND-BREDESEN
Norwegian University of Life Sciences - UC Berkeley

Aurland-Bredesen is pursuing a doctoral degree in the field of 
economics. Her research focuses on the optimal management 
of catastrophic risk and uncertainty when policy measures are 
interdependent.

MATHIAS GULLIKSTAD BACKSÆTHER
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - To be determined
Backsæther is a student of nanotechnology interested in both 
space exploration and neuroscience with the goal of becoming an 
astronaut. Last year he worked as the Chief Driverless Engineer 
at Revolve NTNU, the top-ranked Formula Student team in 
Norway, leading a team of 20 engineering students towards 
making the first autonomous race car in Scandinavia. 

ASGEIR BARLAUP
The Royal Norwegian Embassy in D.C. - Tufts University

Barlaup will pursue an MA in diplomacy and law. His focus will 
be on international communications and negotiations and he will 
combine courses in conflict studies, governance and economics. 
He is particularly interested in new approaches to trade and 
climate negotiations.



JOHN BRUMO
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Brumo is a professor of Scandinavian literature and will explore how 
Scandinavian modernist literature was influenced by developments 
in media and technology in the period from 1890 to 1970. He 
will benefit from working with experts at the Department of 
Scandinavian and his research will improve the understanding of 
modernism as a social and historical phenomenon. 

DANIELLE DAHL
Independent Artist - California Institute of the Arts
Dahl will pursue a master’s degree in Experimental Sound 
Practices. She is a young composer and performer from Oslo. 
Her work has been featured in festivals like the Borealis Festival, 
Nordic Music Days and Musikprotokoll. She has toured in Japan, 
Europe and the US, and has released four full length albums, the 
latest being her solo debut «Loosening Orion’s Belt». 

CHARLOTT ISOBEL Ø.F. DAZAN
Independent Artist - Rhode Island School of Design
Dazan will pursue a master’s degree in fine arts. She is interested in 
how space, the body and the idea are perceived together, through 
the phenomenological experience, and is working at the margins of 
photography and sculpture. Using the female gaze and slapstick as a 
foundation in an otherwise interdisciplinary practice, she is exploring the 
tension between spontaneous eruption and restrained construction. 

NIKOLINE HAMBRO DYBSAND
Norwegian University of Life Sciences - Colorado State University
Dybsand’s research focuses on nature based tourism, a new but 
growing scientific field in Norway. As part of her PhD project, 
Dybsand will seek a more thorough understanding of the 
tourists that participate in wildlife experiences at one of the 
leading research universities worldwide regarding human wildlife 
interactions.

ULRIK BO RUFUS ENSTAD
University of Oslo - University of Colorado
Enstad’s work focuses on complicated signals in harmonic analysis 
and signal processing that can be represented using simpler 
signals called wavelets.  He will work on methods for constructing 
projective multiresolution analyses over noncommutative tori, 
which will be used to generalize a well-known framework for 
constructing wavelets.  



KJETIL FALLAN
University of Oslo - UC Davis
Fallan studies the emergence and development of ecological 
design in the 1960s and 1970s. The early history of Scandinavian 
eco-design and its ties to U.S. counter-culture remains 
unexplored, and Fallan’s project will connect this history to the 
current discourse on design’s role in creating a more sustainable 
future.

SONDRE TESDAL GALTUNG
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Penn State 
University
Galtung is currently pursuing a PhD degree in mathematics, 
specifically in the field of nonlinear partial differential equations 
with an emphasis on nonlinear wave models. During his research 
stay he will collaborate with leading experts in this field on 
problems related to shape optimization in biology.

UNNI GOPINATHAN
Norwegian Institute of Public Health - Harvard University

Gopinathan’s interest is in quasi-experimental research methods for 
evaluating policies affecting the performance of health systems and 
population health. During his time at the Department of Population 
Medicine, Gopinathan will undertake studies using interrupted time 
series designs for evaluating health systems interventions and policies.  

THOMAS STØRDAL GUNDERSEN
BI Norwegian Business School - UC San Diego
Gundersen does research at the intersection of applied 
macroeconometrics and energy economics and is affiliated with 
the Centre for Applied Macro- and Petroleum Economics. In 
San Diego, he will continue his work on understanding the U.S. 
shale oil boom and its implications for oil prices and the wider 
macroeconomy.

STINE HARSTAD
University of Oslo - Duke University

Harstad is a PhD student whose research focuses on therapist 
factors and therapeutic alliance, and how these are associated with 
treatment outcome in cognitive behavioral therapy for children 
with anxiety disorders. She will gain further skills in statistical 
analysis and psychotherapy research for children and adolescents. 



TROND HJERPEKJØN HAUG
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley
Haug will continue his studies in nanoelectronics, exploring the 
electronic and photonic properties of metals and semiconductors 
on the nanometer scale. He will focus on the physics and 
fabrication techniques behind components in nanoelectronics, 
and aims to understand how new nanomaterials can be used to 
improve devices such as integrated circuits, LEDs and lasers.

KRISTIN HEGGDAL
Lovisenberg Diaconal University College - Pace University
Heggdal researches the outcomes of a new health intervention 
designed to facilitate coping, health and well-being for persons 
with chronic illness. The intervention was developed, piloted and 
implemented in specialist and community care in Norway. The overall 
aim of her Fulbright project is to establish an international research 
group to further develop and test the intervention internationally. 

LISE MØRKVED HELSINGEN
University of Oslo - Harvard University
Helsingen will pursue doctoral studies in cancer epidemiology. Her 
research aims to quantify colorectal cancer risk among patients with 
inflammatory bowel disease and develop a risk calculator to allow 
individualized management of patients. Her focus in the U.S. will be to 
learn analytical methods for causal inference from observational data 
and apply these to her research data.

TONE KRISTINE HERMANSEN
Norwegian Center for Child Behavioral Development - Harvard University
Hermansen’s research focuses on how children, in their process 
of learning about the world, are exposed to a contemporary 
reality where they must actively gather and navigate between 
information from multiple sources. She will use experimental data 
to assess underlying mechanisms of children’s information seeking 
processes and their impact on learning.

INGRID ELISABETH HUSABØ
University of Bergen - Virginia Commonwealth University
Husabø is a clinical psychologist and PhD student. Her research 
interests are implementation science, youth mental health and 
prevention. At VCU she will study treatment integrity of anxiety 
prevention programs for youth. Her research will be important in 
the potential implementation of anxiety prevention programs in 
Norwegian high schools.



SAID ABDULAHI JEYLANI
Johns Hopkins University, Bologna - Johns Hopkins University

Jeylani will continue studying international affairs and economics. 
He is specializing in energy and strategy. His area of interest 
includes economics, finance, politics and environment that are key 
determinants in the global energy sector. 

NINA HAGEN KALDHOL
University of Oslo - UC San Diego
Kaldhol will pursue a PhD degree in linguistics. Her current 
research investigates the Somali language as spoken in Norway. She 
has a strong passion for linguistic systems and what they can tell us 
about the human mind, and will continue her work on describing 
why languages work the way they do by combining careful linguistic 
description with research methods from cognitive science.

CAMILLA KJELLSTADLI
University of Bergen - Yale University
Kjellstadli’s research investigates various aspects of home deaths, 
using registry data. She is currently pursuing a PhD degree in 
the field of primary geriatric and palliative care medicine. During 
her stay she will gain in-depth knowledge of statistical methods 
adapted to research on the geriatric population using longitudinal 
data sets with complex outcomes.

ERIK KJERNLIE
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Santa 
Barbara

Kjernlie will work on his Master’s degree in engineering and 
information & communications technology and continue with a 
specialization in mechanical engineering. He will take courses in 
mechanical engineering, cybernetics and computer science.

LIV GRIMSTVEDT KVALVIK
University of Bergen - National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences
Kvalvik will continue her research on reproductive epidemiology 
and pursue a research strategy to gain insight into long-term 
health of women. By using registry data, she will study how 
adverse pregnancy complications during a woman’s entire 
reproductive period affect her long-term health.



AASE MELLINGEN LANGAN
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Harvard University
Langan is pursuing a master’s degree in nanotechnology. She 
is specializing in bionanotechnology due to her interest in its 
application in medical research. She wishes to be able to contribute 
to the development of more specific and accessible methods for 
diagnostics and treatment, particularly for diseases and other issues 
that tend to be prevalent in lesser developed countries.

TORKILD HOVDE LYNGSTAD
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley
Lyngstad will focus on the causes and consequences of ethnic 
segregation. He will study how patterns of ethnic segregation 
emerge and are perpetuated by differentials in migration and 
fertility, the consequences of segregation for young people’s family 
and fertility behavior, as well as consequences of neighborhood 
segregation and deprivation for children’s educational outcomes. 

ARNE FREDRIK HANSEN LYSHOL
BI Norwegian Business School - Yale University
Lyshol will continue his PhD studies in economics. He specializes 
in macro- and labor economics, with an aim to further our 
understanding of unemployment and how public policies affect the 
unemployed. He is currently studying how the unemployed search 
for jobs and how the duration of unemployment insurance affects 
their ability to find relevant work.

MARTIN ARIA MOJAHED
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Berkeley

Mojahed will continue his graduate studies in physics by taking 
courses in quantum field theory and relativity. His aim is to 
get a better understanding of particle physics, and gain a solid 
foundation for further studies in the field of theoretical physics. 

KAJSA MØLLERSEN
University of Tromsø - University of North Carolina
Møllersen is developing statistical methods for gene expression 
processes - the processes that represent cell activity. 
Understanding cell activity and how it relates to cancer is 
crucial for early detection and targeted treatment, and her 
interdisciplinary research aims to combine theoretical statistics 
with laboratory results and epidemiological studies.



SIRI NERGAARD
University College of South-Eastern Norway - Kent State 
University
Nergaard will continue her research on how translation can be 
thought of as a dynamic space in which not only languages meet 
and get transformed, but also where individuals and cultures 
encounter and interpret each other. She will look at how migration 
represents one of our time’s most significant translation spaces.

SUDAN PRASAD NEUPANE
Innlandet Hospital Trust - University of North Carolina
Neupane has a fascination for the biological mechanisms 
underlying psychiatric conditions. At the Bowles Center for 
Alcohol Studies, he will investigate how alcohol consumption 
affects immune cells to cause release of signals that can reach the 
brain and trigger processes responsible for mood and behavioral 
changes. 

KAJA NORDENGEN
Akershus University Hospital - Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Nordengen will continue her post-doc research on inflammation 
in Alzheimer’s disease by learning to differentiate neurons and the 
brain immune cells (microglia) from induced pluripotent patient 
stem cells and to co-culture neurons and microglia.  Using these 
methods, it will be possible to study the interaction between 
neurons and microglia bearing the patients unique genotypes. 

ARILD OHREN
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - To be 
determined
Ohren’s research aims to contribute to the growing number of 
empirical studies about deliberative democracy and environmental 
issues. In particular, Ohren will study different mini-publics, and is 
especially interested to see how people’s preferences and attitudes 
change through a process of deliberation.

HEGE LYNUM PEDERSEN
University of Tromsø - National Institutes of Health
Pedersen is working with the autoimmune disease Systemic 
Lupus Erythematosus. Her research project aims to get detailed 
knowledge about the complexity of the molecular disease 
mechanisms, diagnostic procedures, and development of 
biomarkers. She will investigate the role and impact endonuclease 
I and neutrophil extracellular traps have on disease progression.



MIA MARIE-ELISABETH HAUGE RAMBØL
Oslo University Hospital – To be determined
Rambøl will pursue doctoral studies in molecular biology. Her 
work focuses on angiogenesis in relation to tissue engineering and 
regenerative medicine. A key challenge in the tissue engineering 
field is to establish a functional vascular network in the new 
organs and tissues, and understanding the mechanisms behind 
blood vessel development is essential.

SIMEN RINGDAHL
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Stanford 
University
Ringdahl is specializing within nanotechnology, exploring how small 
size and quantum effects alter the properties of different materials. 
He will investigate how computer simulations can be used to predict 
material properties, and how the materials can be altered on atomic 
levels to give new characteristics and better performance.

TORMOD ROGNE
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Yale University
Rogne will carry out genome-wide association studies to identify 
polymorphisms, gene-gene interactions, and gene-environment 
interactions that are associated with sepsis outcome. Sepsis 
occurs when the immune system over-reaches its reaction to an 
infection, with a mortality from 15-50%. The genome of 70,000 
patients have been sequenced, of which 3500 have sepsis.

KINE MARITA KNUDSEN SAND
University of Oslo - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Sand’s research is focused on how proteins are transported 
from mother to fetus across the placenta. A key player is a 
cellular receptor that also has important immunological functions. 
Understanding how this receptor is regulated will shed light on 
mechanisms leading to immune tolerance, and can be used to 
design novel therapeutics that are safe to use during pregnancy.

BEATE KRISTINE SJÅFJELL
University of Oslo - UC Berkeley
Sjåfjell coordinates the international research project Sustainable 
Market Actors for Responsible Trade. As a contribution to this 
project, Sjåfjell will, during her Fulbright year, work on developing 
a theory of the corporation within a planetary boundaries 
framework, with the aim of making the corporation fit for 
purpose in the 21st century.  



ANNA-SABINA LINDROOS SOGGIU
University of South-Eastern Norway - Yale University
Soggiu’s research focuses on service users, their dependents, and 
the experiences of professionals with collaboration and interaction 
in mental health and substance abuse care. During her visit she will 
seek to develop research-based knowledge about how to interact 
with young people between the ages of 14-18 who have substance 
abuse and mental health challenges.

JO STEINSON STENEHJEM
Cancer Registry of Norway - Dartmouth College

Stenehjem is studying how vitamin D and leptin measured in 
blood serum before a skin cancer diagnosis, affects the risk 
of developing a second primary cancer after melanoma. The 
hypothesis is that low vitamin D levels and high leptin levels 
increase the risk of second cancer. 

MATS JULIUS STENSRUD
University of Oslo - Harvard University

Stensrud is a physician specializing in internal medicine, and he 
also holds degrees in mathematics and statistics. The objective of 
his research stay will be to develop methods to improve causal 
inference in medicine. 

EMIL AAS STOLTENBERG
University of Oslo - University of Chicago

Stoltenberg will pursue a PhD in statistics. A common theme in his 
research is inference on statistical models arising from observed or 
partly unobserved stochastic processes ticking in the background. In 
Chicago he will work on adapting techniques from the statistics of 
high frequency financial data to biomedical problems. 

SVEINUNG MARTINIUS SUND
University of South-Eastern Norway - Caltech

Sund will complete the last year of his master’s degree in process 
technology. He hopes to gain a better understanding of process 
control, chemical kinetics, fluid dynamics, and their interaction. For 
his thesis, he will study applications and safety for zero-emission 
energy systems at the GALCIT Explosion Dynamics Laboratory. 



LIN SØRENSEN
University of Bergen - Olin Neuropsychiatric Research Center
Sørensen is a clinical psychologist and an associate professor in 
clinical neuroscience. She focuses on self-regulative abilities of 
attention and emotions in her research. Attentional lapses are 
often a result of such problems with self-regulation. Sørensen will 
study the neurobiology of such lapses in children with functional 
brain imaging techniques.

RACHEL GJELSVIK TILLER
SINTEF - Texas A&M University
Tiller will observe and analyze the upcoming global treaty 
negotiations on protection of biodiversity in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction as a global political solution to plastic pollution, particularly 
in the Arctic Ocean. She will emphasize the role of feminist political 
ecology in assessing power relations during environmental treaty 
negotiations.

HÅVARD HEM TOFTEVAAG
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Harvard 
University
Toftevaag will continue his graduate studies in nanotechnology, 
with a specialization in nanoelectronics. His aim is to gain a 
solid foundation for future studies by taking courses in quantum 
mechanics and nanophotonics. He hopes to contribute to the 
development of future quantum and low dimensional devices.

JOHAN GEORG RØSTAD TORGERSEN
The Norwegian Directorate of Health - Columbia University
Torgersen will pursue a master in public health focusing on health 
care policy, health analysis and health system development. Long-
term health challenges arising from climate changes, migration and 
changing age distribution are among the factors that will affect 
the epidemiological reality in both low, middle and high income 
countries.

ALF INGE WANG
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC Irvine
Wang works to explore and develop new game technology 
for a better world with emphasis on game-based learning and 
exergames. While visiting the Center of Computer Games & 
Virtual Worlds, he will both evaluate existing game concepts/
technology through experiments and tests, and create new game 
concepts/technology to evolve this field of research.
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