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SOPHIA ANGELIS
Oslo School of Architecture and Design/University of Oslo Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Angelis will study the architecture of Norway’s prison system.
Her research will focus on documenting Norway’s range of
penal spaces and understanding the connection between those
spaces with the country’s broader philosophy of incarceration
and the outcomes of the prison system.
JOAN BRUNETTA
Norwegian University of Life Sciences/Ås Upper Secondary
School - Smith College
Brunetta will serve as an English Teaching assistant at both the
secondary and university levels. She hopes to use her
background in the study of American history to help students
draw connections between the countries. Brunetta is eager to
learn about the Norwegian education system as well as the
Norwegian language.
RACHEL COHEN
Norwegian Centre for Foreign Languages in Education - Colchester High School
Cohen will visit lower secondary schools to lead workshops on
current American school improvement initiatives such as
flexible pathways to graduation, adult-youth partnership and
best practices in student-led inquiry models. Her student
workshops will include various topics in American history,
identity, politics and culture.
CHITTI DESAI
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Wellesley
College
Desai will investigate the application of the design process to
the work of diverse industries and sectors. She will draw on
the Norwegian government’s Design Driven Innovation
Programme to better understand how design can be leveraged
in various contexts for stronger innovation.

THERESA DIETRICH
University of Bergen/Bergen Cathedral School - University of
Massachusetts, Boston
Dietrich will facilitate a writer’s workshop at the university
where she will support students with their academic writing.
Additionally, she will work with secondary school students,
offering presentations which aim to promote discussion by
drawing connections between American history and culture,
and Norway’s past, present, and future as a multicultural nation.
RUTH FAIRBANKS
Norwegian Centre for Foreign Languages in Education - Indiana State University
Fairbanks will teach US history to upper secondary school
students. Her workshop topics will include Thanksgiving, utopian
communities, the Great Depression, immigration,
intersectionality and Hamilton. She will also lead sessions for
teachers on using games to promote class discussion and on
topics in American secondary and higher education.
NATHANIEL FUCHS
University of Oslo - University of Vermont
Fuchs will research the cultural and systemic factors that allow
for a relativity high vaccination rate in Norway, despite the
absence of mandatory vaccination laws for school attendance.
Fuchs will investigate these factors through qualitative
interviews with school health professionals.

PAHUL HANJRA
University of Bergen - Virginia Commonwealth University
Hanjra will investigate genetic links between cancer and obesity.
She will study how changes in certain genes affect the ability
of uterine cancer to grow and spread differently in women
of normal weight and obese women, who are more likely to
develop and die from uterine cancer. Understanding genetic
differences can better direct therapeutic development.

RODGER HARVEY
University of Tromsø - Old Dominion University
Harvey will use an interdisciplinary approach to investigate the
synthesis and preservation of unique lipids in ice algae that can
be used as tracers of sea ice. The extent of sea ice is a major
factor for climate and ocean circulation, and these organic
molecules can provide critical information for understanding
past climates and the global carbon cycle.
KIRSTIN HOLM
University of Oslo - College of Wooster
Holm will research how seasonal changes and precipitation impact dissolved organic matter (DOM) in Nordic lakes.
Significant increases in DOM due to climate change negatively
affect Nordic surface water quality. Her use of a novel passive
sampler to study DOM will enhance understanding of
environmental processes and provide valuable information for
water treatment.
JERRY HOLT
University of Bergen - Purdue University North Central
Holt will research Norwegian Noir writers whose influences
are clearly American. He is especially interested in how Norwegians employ locale in their work, also a central concern for
American writers. Also, Holt will offer a class about writers of
American detective novels entitled “Mean Streets and Frozen
Stars”, and host Skype calls with authors the class is reading.
ONNI IRISH
University of Tromsø - University of New Hampshire
Irish will examine the impact in the Barents Sea of Norway’s
marine management approach, Ecosystem Based Management
(EBM). She will interview EBM practitioners and conduct a
geographic information system analysis to assess the success
of the plan. Her findings will form the basis of a comparison
with the recently started implementation of the U.S. Northeast
Ocean Plan.

DAVID JACOBSON
Peace Research Institute Oslo - University of South Florida
Jacobson will analyze the underlying factors driving civil
conflict. The project will bring key innovations to the fore,
drawing on digital and technological tools to facilitate more
up-to-date and fine-tuned analyses. That research will make
for more informed measures to reduce civil conflict.

BRIANNE JAQUETTE
Norwegian Centre for Foreign Languages in Education - College of the Bahamas
Jaquette will hold workshops for upper secondary students
exploring American culture and literary history. One of the
guiding principles of her approach to teaching is to draw
connections between historical and current events to
illustrate how the trends of the past reveal the complex
structures that inform our societal and individual choices.
JEFFREY KAHN
University of Oslo - Southern Methodist University
Kahn will research the evolving relationships of the Russian
Federation and the United Kingdom to the European Court of
Human Rights. Geography, history, politics, and law place Russia
and the United Kingdom on opposite ends of Europe. Their
increasingly strained relations with the Strasbourg-based court
put the future of this extraordinary human rights institution at
risk.
HANNAH KELLEY
Norwegian University of Science and Technology/Byåsen Upper Secondary School - University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Kelley will teach secondary and university students as an English
Teaching Assistant. Her background in secondary English education and writing will help her to improve the communication
skills of her Norwegian and international students. She hopes
to expand her knowledge of Norway’s education system and
culture before beginning graduate work in educational policy.

MALINDA LABRIOLA
Nord University - Amherst College
Labriola will study the effects of seasonal climate change inside
the Arctic Circle. She will also identify climate adaptation and
mitigation practices that seek to overhaul the ways that
communities respond to the effects of climate change by
shifting their social, political, and economic understanding of
climate-related risks and risk management.
VARAVUT LIMPASUVAN
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Coastal
Carolina University
Limpasuvan will investigate the impact of atmospheric tides
on the wintertime polar atmosphere. He will study how
anomalous tidal amplification, following the demise of the
Arctic polar vortex, alters the atmospheric circulation.
Understanding the resulting tidal effects has the potential to
help forecast global communication failures and stratospheric
ozone loss.
JACQUELINE MCALLISTER
University of Oslo - Kenyon College
McAllister’s research focuses on the wartime impact of
international criminal tribunals (ICTs). A key hope behind
contemporary ICTs is that they might deter atrocities and
facilitate peace. McAllister will study whether, how, and when
ICTs might actually affect violence against civilians and peace
prospects.
IAN MORELAN
Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Oregon
State University
Morelan will work with other researchers to evaluate the
feasibility of a novel approach to prevent disease outbreaks in
land-based aquaculture systems. It utilizes natural selection to
raise levels of neutral bacteria, giving them an edge over
opportunistic pathogens. If the approach is scalable, it will preclude the need for costly and inefficient disinfection methods.

BENJAMIN MORRIS
Norwegian Academy of Music - Rice University
Morris will study jazz composition, concluding his studies by
composing a large-scale classical/jazz crossover work inspired
by his Norwegian heritage. Morris will also create an
accompanying paper and video blog to document both the
process of composing the work and his performances and
collaborations with other musicians in Oslo.
MARY ELLEN O’CONNELL
Norwegian Nobel Institute - University of Notre Dame
O’Connell will explore ways to reverse the global trend of
elevating the place of military force over peaceful settlement of
disputes. Methods will be sought to strengthen the presumption
of peace in international law and beyond, and her research will
range widely from highly practical steps like litigation to the highly
theoretical such as aesthetic theory.
SOHUM PATEL
University of Oslo - Georgetown University
Patel will examine the efficacy of Norway’s unique “gatekeeper” model on the delivery of emergency healthcare. He
will study how this model affects patient outcomes as well as
emergency healthcare costs. To better understand the
tradeoff between the two, Patel will utilize healthcare data
analysis and conduct site visits to hospitals and clinics.
CECILIA PERALTA FERRIZ
Norwegian Polar Institute - University of Washington
Peralta-Ferriz will investigate changes in the physical properties of the ocean - primarily volume, freshwater and heat - as it
exits the Arctic via the Fram Strait. She will study how changes
in these properties are related to changes in observed ocean
mass. These variables control ocean circulation and have
important effects on ecosystems and climate.

FRANK RUSCIANO
Norwegian Nobel Institute - Rider University
Rusciano will continue his research on whether peacemaking
norms flow from institutional directives or institutional
directives flow from norms of international society. It compares
results of international surveys to test for correlations between
country level data on peacemaking with measures of those
countries’ rankings on similar institutional measures.
SHELLEY STROMHOLT
University of Oslo - University of Washington
Stromholt will examine Norway’s efforts to engage an increasingly diverse population of young people in current scientific
and political issues through environmental science and
sustainability education. She will study how educational equity is
addressed as teachers and young people collaborate with
community organizations to connect classroom and out-ofschool learning.
ALEXANDER WATERS
Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Wabash
College
Waters will investigate the role of cytokines in cancer-induced
bone disease. He will research how low oxygen conditions
contribute to tumor growth and metastasis as well as
learning how cytokines influence bone disease in patients
with multiple myeloma. This research should provide
important information on care and treatment for patients
with multiple myeloma.
JACQUELINE WOJCIK
University of Oslo - University of Maryland, Baltimore
County
Wojcik will explore the intersection of learning, archaeological
visualization, and video games by creating three-dimensional
digital models of artifacts from the Gokstad and Oseberg ship
burial mounds as they would have existed in their time. Placing
the models in interactive environments, she hopes to foster a
sense of connection with history through modern technology.

MARIA ZAMORA
University of Bergen - Kean University
Zamora will further research new digital storytelling networks
and electronic literature. She will investigate how new media
and social media networks have transformed our ability to tell
stories in the digital age, and how participatory culture recasts
the traditional terms of cultural contribution, writing, and even
what it means to author something in the 21st century.
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NORWEGIAN HOST INSTITUTION
NORD UNIVERSITY
Malinda Labriola - Amherst College
NORWEGIAN ACADEMY OF MUSIC
Benjamin Morris - Rice University
NORWEGIAN NOBEL INSTITUTE
Mary O’Connell - University of Notre Dame
Frank Rusciano - Rider University
NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
Ana Peralta Ferriz - University of Washington
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF LIFE SCIENCES
Joan Brunetta** - Smith College
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Chitti Desai - Wellesley College
Hannah Kelley** - University of Nevada
Varavut Limpasuvan - Coastal Carolina University
Ian Morelan - Oregon State University
Alexander Waters - Wabash College
OSLO SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN
Sophia Angelis* - Virginia Polytechnic Institute
PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE OSLO
David Jacobson - University of South Florida
UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN
Theresa Dietrich** - University of Massachusetts
Pahul Hanjra - Virginia Commonwealth University
Jerry Holt - Purdue University North Central
Maria Zamora - Kean University
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO
Sophia Angelis* - Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Nathaniel Fuchs - University of Vermont
Kirstin Holm - College of Wooster, OH
Jeffrey Kahn - Southern Methodist University
Jacqueline McAllister - Kenyon College
Sohum Patel - Georgetown University
Shelley Stromholt - University of Washington
Jacqueline Wojcik - University of Maryland

UNIVERSITY OF TROMSØ
Henry Harvey - Old Dominion University
Onni Irish - University of New Hampshire
UPPER AND LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT NORWAY
Rachel Cohen - Colchester High School
Ruth Fairbanks - Indiana State University
Brianne Jaquette - College of the Bahamas

*Denotes multiple affiliations
**Denotes English Teaching Assistant

“THE EXCHANGE
PROGRAM IS THE
THING THAT
RECONCILES ME
TO ALL THE
DIFFICULTIES
OF POLITICAL LIFE”
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