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FREDRIK OLDERVIK BENGTSEN

Johns Hopkins University, Bologna - Johns Hopkins University
Bengtsen will continue his Master’s degree in Strategic Studies,
moving from the school’s campus in Bologna to Washington
D.C. Throughout the multidisciplinary program, he will combine
courses in international security, military analysis, energy policy
and economics, with a focus on the Asia-Pacific region.

MARIANNE BØE

University of Bergen - Northeastern University
Bøe’s research in the study of religions examines marriage
practices among individuals of Muslim background in Norway.
During her stay in Boston, Bøe will continue the analysis and
complete the dissemination of results from her research. The
results are significant for understanding the everyday practice and
development of religious law in legal pluralistic societies.

MATHIAS LIA CARLSEN

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Stanford University
Carlsen has completed three years of studies in petroleum
engineering at NTNU., and will now pursue a full year of study at
Stanford’s Energy Resources Department. His goal is to gain
insights into the combination of petroleum engineering and
computer science, and to benefit from Stanford’s role as a leading
institution in both of these sciences.

ASBJØRN OTTO CHRISTOPHERSEN
Oslo University Hospital – Stanford University

Christophersen will undertake advanced profiling of glutenreactive human cells, which play a key role in celiac disease. He
aims to understand the chronic and autoimmune aspects of celiac
disease and to improve a diagnostic assay based on monitoring of
such cells.

SHAI ANDRÉ DIVON

Norwegian University of Life Sciences - American University
Divon conducts research on Development Politics and National
Security. He will be finalizing his research on US foreign policy
in Africa since World War II, and complete writing his book: US
Assistance Policy in Africa: Exceptional Power (Routledge 2017).

HELENA NIEMI EIDE

Norwegian Institute of Public Health - Harvard University
Eide will pursue a master’s degree in public health (MPH) with
a specialization in quantitative methods. An MPH will provide a
solid foundation for Eide to earn a PhD on mortality statistics,
and the right tools for a future career at the intersection of
research and policy.

ØYVIND EIKREM

Telemark University College - University of Minnesota
Eikrem is chair of Department of Cultural studies and Humanities,
and a professor of cultural psychology. His project will focus on
the dynamics of cultural inheritance, mechanisms of epigenetics,
and brain development.

ANJA SOFIE STENSRUD ELVERUM

University of Oslo - Columbia University
Elverum will be pursuing a master’s degree in law. She plans
to focus her studies on intellectual property rights with an
emphasis on the challenges that arise within this field following
contemporary technological developments. She also hopes
to learn more about arbitration as well as about the U.S. legal
system in general.

EIRIK ERLANDSEN

Norwegian University of Science and Technology – University
of California, Berkeley
Erlandsen will be studying physics and taking courses in quantum
mechanics and statistical mechanics. His aim is to gain a better
understanding of modern physics and explore future applications
for the benefit of society.

LARS TORE FLÅTEN

University of Oslo - University of Wisconsin
Flåten will conduct a comparative project in history, concerned
with how the legacies of colonialism continue to affect the
political rhetoric in postcolonial societies. Flåten’s field of research
is South Asia, with particular emphasis on India.

ÅSMUND SCHIAGER FOLKESTAD

Norwegian University of Science and Tech. - University of Minnesota
Having spent a year working with particle tracking detectors at
CERN, Folkestad will now explore the theoretical side of particle
physics and do graduate coursework with a focus on quantum
field theory. His aim is to gain a solid foundation for a master
thesis and future studies in theoretical high energy physics.

ODD ERIK GARCIA

University of Tromsø – Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Controlled thermonuclear fusion promises to be the ultimate
solution for large-scale production of clean electrical energy.
Garcia will conduct experiments on a test reactor at MIT and
compare measurement data with a novel theoretical model. The
goal is to solve the problems with particle and heat exhaust,
leading to erosion and melting of wall material in reactors.

JON YNGVE HARDEBERG

Gjøvik University College - University of Washington
Building on his research on color imaging and image quality, and
utilizing the newly developed biomedical imaging systems at UW’s
Molecular Biophotonics Laboratory, Hardeberg will work to develop
new methodologies for enhancing the quality of medical images.The
project will specifically address the case of fluorescence image guided
brain surgery using dual-axis confocal microscopy.

SUSANNE MIRIAM SØRENSEN HERNES
University of Bergen - University of Hawaii

Hernes will investigate the effect of computerized working
memory training on brain volume and clinical parameters in
patients with mild cognitive impairment. She will in particular
examine a possible genetic marker for easier identification of
high-responders of working memory training.

ASLAK HJELTNES

University of Bergen - Stanford University
Hjeltnes will pursue postdoctoral studies to explore the interface
between affective science and psychotherapy research. He will
study how basic research on emotion and emotion regulation can
be applied to examine the process of change in mindfulness and
acceptance-based treatments for anxiety disorders.

KONRAD WEISSE HOLTSMARK

Rogers Stirk Harbour & Partners, UK - Harvard University
Holtsmark will join the Graduate School of Design to begin a
Master in Architecture. His interests concern the role of material
properties and availability in influencing the appearance and
construction of buildings as part of rapid urban growth, as well
as observing how expressions of culture converge in the built
environment.

CHARLES RUTHERFORD ILDSTAD

Norwegian University of Science and Technology Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Ildstad will continue with his fourth year of a five year graduate
degree in geotechnology. He will take courses in geophysics and
robotics to help him write his thesis on the use of autonomous
vehicles to explore mineral resources in the vicinity of mid-ocean
ridges.

SIW TONE INNSTRAND

Norwegian University of Science and Technology – UC Berkeley
Innstrand’s aim is to create conditions for health-promoting
workplaces by providing research-based knowledge about how
job demands and resources affect well-being and health. As one
of the founders of the ARK intervention program, she will pay
special attention to the health impairment and motivational
processes in knowledge intensive workplaces.

SILJE AAMBØ LANGVATN

University of Oslo - Yale University
Langvatn’s work will focus on theories and conceptualizations
of legitimacy: how to distinguish legitimacy from related notions
like justice and legality, and how best to conceptualize the
legitimacy of international courts. She will also explore ideals of
public reason, and how such ideals can be worked out for the
international judiciary.

ANN-CECILIE LARSEN

University of Oslo - Michigan State University & UC Berkeley
One of the long-standing questions in physics is how heavy elements
(gold, platinum, etc.) were created in extreme astrophysical events.
Larsen will study neutron-capture reactions for atomic nuclei that
are relevant for these astrophysical processes, as well as for nextgeneration nuclear reactors and for the destruction of radioactive
waste.

ERIKA KRISTINA LINDSTRØM

University of Oslo - University of California, San Diego
Lindstrøm will study biological changes in the brain to improve the
understanding of diseases like Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus
and Alzheimer’s disease. She will use theoretical and computational
biomechanics to study the underlying mechanisms for the fluid
flow in the brain, and to reveal more details about the fluid flow
and morphology of the brain fluids and tissue.

PETER ANDREAS VOLD LOSSIUS

Oslo University Hospital - National Institutes of Health
Lossius is investigating the function of immune cells in multiple
sclerosis. He will conduct studies to explore whether certain
variants in the immunoglobulin receptor may influence the
activation of antibody-secreting cells.

KRISTIN DAGMAR MARTINSEN

University of Oslo - Temple University
Anxious and depressive symptoms in youth are common and
may have an impairing influence on children’s everyday lives
and functioning. Martinsen’s PhD research is part of a national
randomized controlled study, and she will evaluate the effect of a
new indicated preventive intervention in schools to reduce high
levels of anxious and depressive symptoms among school children.

JØRGEN ERIKSSON MIDTBØ

University of Oslo - Michigan State University & UC Berkeley
Midtbø’s project is part of an effort to understand how the heavy
elements of our world were made. He will conduct experimental
and theoretical studies of heavy atomic nuclei, and use the results
to improve our understanding of the astrophysical processes
that are responsible for heavy-element nucleosynthesis in stars,
supernovae and other exotic astronomical objects.

ERLING MOXNES

University of Bergen – Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Moxnes has previously identified widespread misperceptions
about renewable resources such as Barents Sea cod, arctic
reindeer, and climate change that have resulted in observed
mismanagement. In collaboration with Sloan School of
Management he will explore new ways to prevent misperceptions
of dynamic systems.

SVEIN HENRIK NYHUS

University of Oslo – University of California, Berkeley
Svein Henrik Nyhus will continue his research on Henrik Ibsen’s
American breakthrough in the period between 1879 and 1914.
He will investigate how American and European theatre agents,
actresses, actors and managers formed a network to help Ibsen
get a foothold on American stages. The role played by immigrant
theatres in this process will be central to his research.

MAJA ELISABETH NIELSEN NÆSS

Bjørknes University College - University of Denver
Næss will pursue the Josef Korbel School’s master’s degree
in International Security. The program views security from a
broad theoretical and historical perspective. Næss will focus on
U.S. foreign policy and hopes to gain in-depth knowledge and
understanding of the international security environment of the
21st century.

LEIF OLTEDAL

University of Bergen, Haukeland University Hospital - UC San Diego
Oltedal’s research focuses on Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT)
using magnetic resonance imaging, a field in which he co-ordinates
a global collaboration. ECT is an effective treatment of major
depressive disorder when other treatments fail. Oltedal’s goal is to
improve knowledge about what ECT does to the brain and how it
may alleviate depression or cause side effects.

INGRID HUSØY ONARHEIM

University of Bergen - University of Washington
Onarheim’s research will focus on recent changes in the Arctic
sea ice cover. She will analyze data from a field campaign north of
Svalbard in order to better understand the ocean’s role in driving
the variability of the sea ice edge.

ALEKSANDER PEDERSEN

Narvik University College - University of Texas
Pedersen is currently working on interactive modeling and
simulator development, with a main focus on constructions
in geometric modeling and especially blending type spline
constructions. During his stay he will work with Professor Thomas
Hughes on the topic of Isogeometric Analysis (IGA).  

HELGE RENÅ

University of Bergen - Stanford University
The PhD project focuses on how organizational factors affect
individual sense- and decision-making when responding to
unexpected situations. Renå examines first responder organizations’
response to the terror attacks in Norway in 2011. The aim is to
extend our understanding of what happened and why, and our
understanding of decision-making in times of crisis more generally.

HÅKON IVARSSØNN RØST

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - University of
California, Berkeley
Røst is specializing within nanoelectronics, exploring how
quantum phenomena affect the carrier properties of small-scale
semiconductor devices. He aims to understand how these exotic
features can be utilized for future applications within sustainable
energy and computer technology.

ZAHRA SABHA

VIBRO - The George Washington University
Sabha will pursue a master degree in international relations,
focusing specifically on issues of transnational security and
transnational organized crime. Sabha is also particularly interested
in leadership and management, and will work to enhance own
leadership skills.

FEROZ MEHMOOD SHAH

University of Oslo - Johns Hopkins University
Shah is studying the development of the philosophical notion of
conscience within German Idealism. During this period, a distinct
secular notion of conscience as a rational capacity was developed,
and the debate it occasioned between individual moral deliberation
and the moral standards of the public sphere, still influences the
contemporary discourse on conscience.

REGINA SKATTENBORG

Norwegian University of Science and Tech. - University of Minnesota
Skattenborg has completed three years of studies in Energy and
Environmental Engineering and will further specialize in Electric
Power Engineering and Smart Grids during the upcoming year.
She aims to contribute to the development of renewable energy
integration and to work with the challenges of ensuring an
effective and reliable energy supply in the future.

BJØRN STENSAKER

University of Oslo - University of Arizona
Stensaker will carry out a comparative study of US and
European elite university alliances, and how these alliances
impact both policy developments in higher education and the
institutional strategies and practices of the member universities.
The study will be relevant for understanding the dynamics of
globalization in the higher education sector.

HENRIK KLAUSET SVENSSON

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - UC San Diego
Svensson will continue work on his master’s degree in marine
technology and begin his master´s studies in financial economics. He
will take courses related to the development and design of multielement systems, ranging from theoretical courses in mechanical
engineering and economics to courses involving practical project
planning with focus on meeting end-user´s requirements.

GUNNAR MARTIN LEA SØRBØ

Chr. Michelsen Institute - Johns Hopkins University
Sørbø’s research and dialogue project will explore how
international peacebuilding interventions interact with local-level
dynamics, using Sudan as an example.

KNUT TEIGEN

University of Bergen - University of California, San Diego
Teigen will develop methods for biomolecular simulations at the
atomic scale. The project has relevance for fundamental medical
and biological questions concerning myelination disorders.

MARIANNE TØNNESSEN

University of Oslo - Princeton University
Tønnessen will investigate demographic consequences of
migration. In many countries today migration is the main
contributor to population change. Understanding how migration
affects the main components of demographic change – fertility,
mortality and (re-)migration – is essential for explaining today’s
population trends and for forecasting future migration.

ADELINE HVIDSTEN WOLLBRAATEN

Norwegian Business School – University of California, Berkeley
Wollbraaten will explore the dynamics between the use and
design of health care technology. Applying insights and approaches
from disciplines such as Design and Science and Technology
studies, she examines if there are not only practical, but also
political consequences of/through design - and how this can be
studied through a cross-fertilization of the fields.

ØYVIND ØDEGÅRD

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - Woods Hole
Oceanographic Inst. & Northeastern University
Ødegård’s aim is to develop methods and technologies for using
autonomous underwater robotics in marine archaeology. His
focus is particularly on detection and investigation of historical
shipwrecks in Arctic waters.

BJØRN OLAV ÅSVOLD

Norwegian University of Science and Technology – Brigham and
Women’s Hospital & Harvard University
Åsvold will pursue epidemiological studies using data from the
HUNT Study and the Medical Birth Registry of Norway. He studies
the risk of cardiovascular diseases in women with a history of
pregnancy complications and will examine how this knowledge may
be used to improve cardiovascular risk prediction in women.
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